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It has been several days since Team Go-Getters returned from their journey, and things have fallen back into a routine nicely. Absol Share 
has located a good place to live that's near the village, as well as locating the Darkness Ridge to add to Team Go-Getters' list of Friend 
Areas. Over the course of these days, everyone living in Pokemon Square has told Hareta how great it is to have him, Charmander, and 
Chikorita back, and apologized for suspecting him. Due to Absol's history as the Disaster Pokemon, not everyone has warmed up to him 

yet, but they're learning to trust him. Team Meanies hasn't been seen in Pokemon Square since Team Go-Getters returned, and most of the 

Pokemon still aren't sure if they can believe Gengar's story or not. As for Team Go-Getters' rescue work, they've been handling every job 
they take as steadily as before, with Absol and Pikachu helping them out from time to time, while Pichu and Raichu continue to train at the 
dojo to get stronger. 


After the hard work done today, Hareta was back at the Team Base, glad to be sleeping on the rock that served as a bed. Tonight, he was 
being visited with a dream he hasn't had in a while. 


Hareta's Dream 


Hareta opened his eyes and looked around. All around him, he could see swirling colors as well as a landscape beginning to form before his 
eyes. Far beneath where he was floating, he could see cities, towns, forests, and a snow-covered landscape beginning to form. As this 
became clear, he realized he must be on a mountain, which was currently beginning to form underneath him. First the grayish rocky slopes 
formed, the slopes beneath him being covered by clouds, while the rocks extended up and around the area he was in, making him think 
this was in a crater. Suddenly, an ancient structure appeared, separating him from the rocky ground. The structure was made of stone, 
being mostly flat with spear-like pillars jutting up from it. One end had a cave entrance, while the other ended at part of the rocky wall. 
Hareta recognized it as the Spear Pillar. 


"This... It's that dream... Again... It's been a while... Is Gardevoir here?" he whispered to himself. As he looked around, he felt a familiar 
presence, and turned to see the spirit form of Gardevoir floating there. 


"It's you... Gardevoir," Hareta said. After he finished speaking, Gardevoir's translucent body materialized so she looked less ghostly. 
"Yes..." she whispered. She slowly touched down on the ground and walked over to him, kneeling over so they were about eye-level. 


"Gardevoir. There are so many things that I want to know. Why do you appear to me when I dream?" Hareta asked. She began, "As an 
agent of the spirits, I must watch over you... Because that is my role now." 


"An agent of the spirits?" Hareta wondered. "Yes. I fell under the curse of Ninetales in place of a Trainer... And so became a presence 
lacking a physical form," Gardevoir explained. "Trainer? Oh, you mean the human that was in the Legend of Ninetales. It's so sad that your 
Trainer would abandon you and run away like he did," Hareta said. "Yes," Gardevoir said, smiling. "My Trainer was a terrible person. Mean, 

sneaky... My Trainer was quite a misguided person. Truly. Even so, I don't hate my Trainer." 


"You don't? How come?" Hareta asked. "Well... I'm not sure myself. It's hard to explain," Gardevoir said. "My Trainer did some awful 
things, yet somehow, I can't bring myself to feel that way. In spite of those quirks, there were good qualities to him too. And when it 
happened, I was desperate to protect him..." 


"It? You mean Ninetales' curse?" Hareta asked. "Yes. I protected my Trainer from Ninetales' curse with my entire being. If the Trainer is 
facing danger, it is our duty to protect them with our lives... We Gardevoir are like that. I kept my Trainer safe. It was enough to make me 
happy," Gardevoir explained. "Protect the trainer even at the cost of one's life... That's really cool what Gardevoir did," Hareta thought to 
himself. "Oh, I must mention I don't mind the form I have taken. I live on this way, with pride in the role I have been given," she added. 


"Your role?" Hareta asked Gardevoir. "Yes. All things have a role. They all serve a purpose. Just I have my own role, you too have a role 
that you must fulfill. You came here to perform a certain role... And, in order to perform your role, Hareta, you became a Pokemon," she 
explained. 


"What? What do you mean?" Hareta asked. Suddenly, a tremor began to rock the Spear Pillar, startling Hareta. As the area shook, 
Gardevoir began to vanish. 


"No! Wait! I want to know..." Hareta tried to say, but it was no use. Gardevoir was gone, and the area began to fade into darkness... 
Blackness. Then a light appeared... 


Hareta awoke to the sun shining on his face. As he sat up, he rubbed the last bits of sleepiness out of his eyes, then dropped into the 
water in the pond to make sure he was fully up and ready. Afterwards, he climbed out and went over to the toolbox, where he kept his hat, 
Pecha Scarf, red scarf, and orange wristband. As he put these on, he began to think about last night. 


"There was an earthquake... Right? I think I had that dream again, and I spoke with Gardevoir... She said something important... Oh right! 
She did! She said I came here for a certain role, which is why I became a Squirtle! She knows the reason! She also mentioned something 
about a role... What did she mean?" Shrugging, Hareta finished putting his gear on, then slung the toolbox over his shoulder and went 
outside to find that Charmander and Chikorita had just arrived. 


"Good morning, Hareta!" they both said. Chikorita then noticed Hareta seemed a bit preoccupied, so she asked, "Is something wrong? Do 
you feel okay?" Charmander piped in saying, "It's probably because of that earthquake earlier. You're worried too, right, Hareta? Team ACT 
hasn't come back yet... And they say that Groudon is powerful, so it is reason to worry a bit. But remember, Alakazam's team is tough. I'm 

sure they'll be fine." Hareta nodded and said, "I know. And we agreed to let Team ACT deal with Groudon. I haven't forgotten." 

Charmander said, "Then let's not spend too much time worrying about them and wait for them to come back. We'll stick to our part until 

then." Chikorita smiled and said, "So then let's keep doing good work for our Rescue Team!" 


With that said, they prepared to leave when they suddenly heard someone say, "Uh... Um..." This caught their attention and they walked 
out to the path and saw two blue Pokemon approaching. When they reached Team Go-Getters, they stopped, and the smaller one said, 
"Um... I'm Wynaut, and this is..." The bigger Pokemon brought his right arm to his head and said, "Wobbuffet!" Wynaut continued, "We 

have a notice posted on the Message Board outside the Pelipper Post Office." Wobbuffet once again brought his arm to his head and said, 
"That's right!" Wynaut continued, "Please look at it for us. Please, please." Once again, Wobbuffet seemingly wacked himself and said, 

"Wobbuffet!" Wynaut finished with, "Please help. We have to go now." Again, Wobbuffet brought his arm up and said, "That's right!" And 

with that, the two walked down the path leading away from Team Go-Getters' base. 


The trio turned to each other and Charmander asked, "What was that all about?" Chikorita asked, "That little Pokemon... Did he say he was 

Wynaut?" Hareta nodded and said, "I think he was asking us to look at the Message Board. Maybe they have a problem and put a request 

up." Charmander said, "Well, there's only one thing to do. Let's go check the Pelipper Post Office Message Board and see." With that, Team 
Go-Getters ran towards the bridge leading into town, Hareta running along the side of Charmander and Chikorita. 


Pokemon Square: Pelipper Post Office 


Soon, Team Go-Getters stood in front of the Message Board, and all three began to scan the board to see what sort of requests were 
currently up. Suddenly, Hareta spotted one and pulled it down, looking it over and then showing it to Charmander and Chikorita. Suddenly, 
they noticed Wobbuffet and Wynaut coming up the path towards them, so they walked over to meet with them. 


"Hey, we just picked this job off the Message Board. It says, 'Punish bad Mankey,'" Charmander said. "Is that the job that you two were 
talking about?" Chikorita asked. "Yup, yup!" Wynaut said. "That's right!" Wobbuffet added. Wynaut then explained, "A gang of Mankey is 
going wild in the forest where we live. Everyone is upset about this." Wobbuffet chimed in, "That's right!" Then Wynaut continued, "We 
don't know why they're rampaging around. But they're always angry and attack anyone they see!" Wobbuffet added, "That's right!" 


"Oh no... That is a problem," Charmander said. "Maybe we should head over to the Kecleon Brothers Shopping Wares to see if there's 
anything we need," Hareta offered. "Good idea. Then we'll put our extra Poke in the bank and head out," Chikorita said. "Thank you! We're 
counting on you!" Wynaut said. Wobbuffet added, "That's right!" With that, the two left to go visit Whiscash in his pond. 


Later, the entrance to Uproar Forest 


After taking care of their chores and checking their Wonder Map, Team Go-Getters set out for Uproar Forest. After leaving Pokemon 
Square, they headed north past Mirage Woods, then passed by the Sinister Cave entrance as they headed east and soon found themselves 
at the beginning of Uproar Forest. They noticed that the trees and plants had more of a yellow-green color rather than a regular green to 
them as they walked into the forest. 


As they walked through the forest, they encountered very few Pokemon. They ran afoul of a group of Aipom, and later several Nuzleaf 
called in a Monster House in an attempt to stop them, but both of these attempts amounted to nothing since Team Go-Getters were at a 
much higher level. They also encountered some wild Venonat, Roselia, and Seedot, but the most intriguing thing about Uproar Forest was 

its with weather. One minute the sun is shining and there's not a cloud in the sky; the next minute there's a snowstorm or hailstorm 
blowing through the area. In spite of all this, Team Go-Getters marched onwards, looking for the angry Mankey gang. 


As they came closer to a clearing, they found several chestnuts, which Hareta grabbed for their food stores. Soon they found the entrance 
to the clearing, where they saw three Mankey. When the Mankey saw them, one of them asked, "Hey, what's with you three?" Another 
said, "We don't mean to brag or nothing... But we lose our tempers really easily." The third said, "What really gets us going is when we see 
some dim-witted expression. Just looking at those blank faces..." Suddenly, they all began to glare at the trio. "Grr! I'm seeing red here!" 
the second Mankey said. "Mukkkeeeeeh! Get 'em! It's frenzy time!" the first shouted. 


The three Mankey came rushing towards Team Go-Getters, but because of their higher level, each team member ended up knocking the 
Mankey they were fighting with just one attack. They stared in shock at how easily they overcame the three for a moment, then decided to 
pack it up and head home before the Mankey recovered. 


Later, back in front of Team Go-Getters base 


Team Go-Getters faced Wynaut and Wobbuffet, who were waiting to hear the good news. "Like we promised, we showed those Mankey 
that they shouldn't mess with others," Charmander told them. "From now on, maybe they won't be so wild," Chikorita said. 


"Everyone, thank you for everything, really," Wynaut said. Wobbuffet added, "That's right!" Wynaut nodded and said, "Yes, we're filled with 
gratitude! Here, this is our thanks." He came over and handed a peeled chestnut over to Hareta. 


"Oh, a peeled chestnut?" Hareta asked. "Yes. It's a peeled chestnut. You see, we... Don't have any money," Wynaut explained. Wobbuffet 
bopped himself and said, "That's right!" Wynaut then said, "So we can only give you a chestnut as our reward. Are you unhappy?" Hareta 
waved his hands and said, "Oh, no. It's okay. Peeled chestnuts are good to have after all." Charmander and Chikorita agreed with him. 


"Hey, you!" Everyone heard an angry shout and turned to see the Mankey gang standing there! "Aw, no! The Mankey gang followed us 
back!" Charmander exclaimed. "Wobbuffet?" Wobbuffet asked. "They must be here to get us back," Chikorita guessed. The Mankeys came 
closer, stopping in front of Team Go-Getters. The leader Mankey said, "That's right, girlie! You three got lucky! You don't mess with us!" 
The Mankey standing to the right of him said, "We won't lose this time! We'll pulverize you!" The Mankey on the leader's left shouted, 
"Mukkeeeeh! Crush them!" As the Mankey were about to attack, Team Go-Getters braced themselves, but they didn't feel anything after a 
few seconds. Cautiously, they peeked their eyes open to see the Mankeys looking at them with wide eyes. "W-what are they staring at us 
for?" Chikorita asked. 


Suddenly, the Mankey turned to each other and began to whisper amongst themselves. "What are they doing?" Hareta asked. "It looks 
like... They're having a discussion," Wynaut said. "That's right!" Wobbuffet said, intrigued. Suddenly, the Mankey turned back to them and 
the leader said, "Uh, listen. You've got something we want... That peeled chestnut in his hand," he gestured over at Hareta. "Can we have 

it?" he asked. The Mankey on his right said, "We, uh... Well, we love peeled chestnuts!" The third said, "Like, we love them so much, we 

can't think of what life would be like without them!" 


Charmander asked, "But can't you just get chestnuts yourselves?" The leader said, "You know how chestnuts have that spiky shell? Trying 
to peel or break it with your hands... That hurts. And then we lose our tempers! That's why we're asking. Give us that peeled chestnut. 


We'll do whatever you want in exchange." 


Charmander thought for a moment, then said, "I've got it! Listen, Mankey gang, how are you with physical labor?" The leader asked, 
"Physical labor? Like muscle work?" The Mankey on his left said, "We have muscles... But we don't like work." The last Mankey said, "But 
for that peeled chestnut, we can make an exception." 


"OK! Then here's what we'll do! We've been planning to make our Team Base something more impressive than this," Charmander 
explained. "Team Base?" one of the Mankey asked. "Right! Our Recue Team Base! If you'll help us build our Rescue Team Base, we'll give 
you the peeled chestnut!" Chikorita said, catching onto what Charmander was suggesting. The Mankeys whispered for a minute, then the 

leader turned to Team Go-Getters and said, "OK. We'll do it!" Hareta asked, "Really? You'll do it?" The leader replied, "Yeah. Just leave it to 
us! We'll carry in the materials and have this place built double-quick!" The Mankey to his left added, "In return, we get that peeled 
chestnut." 


Suddenly, they heard footsteps coming from the direction of the village and they turned to see Pichu, Pikachu, and Raichu running towards 
them, screeching to a halt right in front of them. "We want to help too!" Pichu exclaimed. "We've got a bunch of spare building materials 
back at our house you can use," Pikachu explained. "We'll make good use of it in building you guys a new Rescue Team Base," Raichu 

added. 


Wynaut and Wobbuffet stepped forward and Wynaut said, "I'll help too!" Wobbuffet added, "Wobbuffet!" Wynaut continued, "I felt bad 
because we only had a peeled chestnut for your reward. But this will surely make up for it!" Wobbuffet seconded this with a "That's right!" 


Hareta then muttered, "Hmm... I wonder if..." Suddenly they heard a voice say, "Wonder no longer." They all turned to see Absol standing 
at the path leading to where he, Charmander, and Chikorita lived. "Yes. I'd be glad to help you in building your Team Base, Hareta," he 
said. "Man, I've heard news travels fast, but this is awesome!" Hareta said. 


"OK! Let's get a move on!" the Mankey leader said. "OK!" his fellow gang members replied. And with that, they went to go lay out plans 
and prepare to construct the Rescue Team Base. 
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It has been three days since the mission in Uproar Forest. Since then, Team Go-Getters have put their rescue work on hold in order Share 
to focus on building the Team Base. Wynaut, Wobbuffet, Pikachu, Pichu, Raichu, Absol, and the Mankey gang have been helping out with 
bringing in the materials and adding the additions. The only thing that has been slowing down the work is when the Mankeys ask for more 
peeled chestnuts, but the extra chestnuts Hareta picked up in Uproar Forest have managed to make it only a temporary slow-down. On this 
day, Hareta wakes up in the almost finished Team Base shortly before another earthquake rocks him. 


"Whoa, another earthquake..." he thought to himself as he braced himself on the ground. Soon, the shaking died down and he stood up. 
"Guess it settled down. We've sure had a lot of earthquakes in this area lately..." he muttered as he went to get the toolbox and his 
personal items before going out the door. 


As he stepped outside, Hareta noticed Charmander and Chikorita coming up the path. "Hello, Hareta! You're up earlier than usual," 
Chikorita chimed happily. "Did you feel the earthquake earlier? It's pretty hard to get some sleep when we experience so many 
earthquakes," Charmander commented. Hareta was about to say something when they heard a shout. 


"Hey!" They all turned to see Raichu running up the walk to the front of the Team Base. "Oh, Raichu. What's the matter?" Charmander 
asked. Raichu explained, "Everyone's gathering in the square. You guys need to come over!" Chikorita looked at him confused and asked, 
"Is something wrong?" Raichu said, "I don't know, but Shiftry is calling for everyone to come, even other Rescue Teams. Whatever the 
reason, it has to be big if he's calling for Rescue Teams." With that, Raichu turned and headed back to town, Team Go-Getters following 
him. 


Pokemon Square: Town Center 


As they neared the town center, Hareta, Charmander, and Chikorita noticed that it was crowded with tons of Pokemon. They saw many that 
Charmander and Chikorita could not recall coming to Pokemon Square before. They noticed Pikachu and Pichu standing near Lombre and 
went over to join with them. "Hey, Team Go-Getters! Good to see you," Lombre said. "There sure are a lot of Pokemon here," Hareta 
commented. "Yeah, they must've sent out for a lot of Rescue Teams for whatever this is," Pikachu agreed. "Indeed. There are some pretty 
famous leaders from faraway places here. I wonder what Shiftry called them all together for?" Lombre wondered. 


Team Go-Getters turned their attention to the chattering Pokemon in the square, seeing Shiftry just past them. "Can I get everyone's 
attention here?" he called. The Pokemon stopped talking and all focused on him. "I, er... I'm not usually the kind who gets up in front of 
everyone like this, so..." He shook himself, then said, "Sorry. This isn't the time for that! There's big trouble! Alakazam's team, Team ACT, 
went underground... But they haven't returned yet!" Shiftry's announcement surprised everyone and many started murmuring to each 
other. One asked, "Is this true?" Shiftry said, "Unfortunately, yes. Team ACT went underground to quell the Legendary Pokemon, Groudon, 
and that was the last time they were seen. To be honest, no one has any idea what happened to them." Murmurs shot up through the 
crowd, voicing their disbelief of the fate of Team ACT and the power of Groudon. 


Shiftry yelled, "Quiet, please! Just a minute!" Everyone turned back to him. "There's no denying that it is dangerous where Team ACT has 

gone. The Magma Cavern is not a place where just anyone can go. That's why I called so many Rescue Teams here today. I propose that a 

special team be formed by choosing from the best of the best." The Pokemon once again began to talk amongst themselves, while Shiftry 
tried to encourage strong Pokemon to step forward. 


"Hey, guys. This is a good opportunity. We should go," Charmander said. Hareta thought so too, but Chikorita was a bit nervous about 
going to a hot place. Lombre then stepped in and pushed them back, saying, "Don't bother, you guys." Charmander looked at him and 
asked, "What are you doing? Let us pass." Lombre shook his head and said, "You guys have gotten really strong, there's no denying that. 
But there are other tough Pokemon out there. It doesn't have to be you three every time." 


They turned back to the group of Pokemon, who were still talking amongst themselves. "Will no one step forward?" Shiftry cried. Soon, the 
chattering died down and someone said, "I'll go." They all turned to see the volunteer was Blastoise, the leader of Team Hydro whose 
water cannons are capable of shooting water fast enough to punch through thick steel plates. Blastoise turned to the crowd and said, "It's 
rumored that Groudon is a Ground-type. I am a Water-type. Strong against Ground-types. My Hydro Pump will douse Groudon in one 
shot." Shortly after he finished, a female voice spoke out, "I'll go too." Everyone turned to see it was Octillery, leader of Team Constrictor 
and known for her persistent and clingy attacks. "Darlings, when I see a tough Pokemon, I simply want to tangle with them," she 
explained. "Say, how about not forgetting about me?" a gruff male voice asked. It came from Golem of Team Rumblerock, his body being 
rock hard and able to withstand huge explosions without taking damage. "If Groudon has awakened underground, that suits me fine. I'll 
use my Rock Throw to make sure it stays buried." Shiftry looked the three over and said, "Blastoise! Octillery! And Golem! No one could 
complain about your selection." They all turned back to the crowd and Shiftry announced, "These three rescuers will be the ones to head 
underground!" All the present Rescue Teams voiced their agreement and wished the team luck. They continued to do so as the three 
headed out for the Magma Cavern. 


"You see? Those three look pretty tough, don't they? Let them handle this," Lombre said to Team Go-Getters. "Well, it can't be helped now 
guys. We'll just have to wait," Chikorita said. Charmander and Hareta nodded, but deep down inside, Hareta felt that Alakazam not 
returning was not just because of Groudon. And that Groudon's awakening had to be because of somebody's influence... 


With the meeting done, the Rescue Teams all decided to wait in Pokemon Square until the new team returned with Team ACT. Raichu, 


Pikachu, and Pichu left the square quickly, heading for Team Go-Getters' base to check up on the work. A bit afterwards, Team Go-Getters 
left the square too. 


"It would be nice to go underground, but like Lombre said, Blastoise and the others can take care of things in the Magma Cavern," 
Chikorita said. "Right. We'll keep doing the best we can in our rescue work until we get word from them," Charmander said. Chikorita 
agreed, but they noticed Hareta was silent as if lost in thought. Before they could ask him anything, they were all broken out of their 

thoughts by a shout. 


"Hey, guys!" They all looked to see it came from Pikachu, who was standing between Pichu and Raichu. "Oh hey! What's up?" Hareta 
asked. "It's a surprise for you guys!" Pichu said happily. The trio looked confused, so Raichu explained, "While we haven't had a problem 
with you guys helping, we didn't want you to be around when the final touches were done on your Team Base since we wanted the final 
look to be a surprise. So the Mankeys did it during the town meeting." This surprised and excited Team Go-Getters, who wanted to see it 
right away. So Pikachu, Pichu, and Raichu all came behind them and covered their eyes, Pichu climbing on Chikorita's back to cover hers. 

"No peeking until you're right there," Pikachu said. They then guided the trio in the right direction to the base. 


"Okay, now you can look," Raichu said, and all three removed their hands from Team Go-Getters eyes. Chikorita almost started crying, 
Charmander gasped in amazement, and Hareta simply gawked. 


Several boards that had served as the bridge over the pond had been replaced with a stone sidewalk that went all the way to the door. The 
mailbox had been colored a light blue and the top of it looked like a Squirtle shell. As for the base itself, the upper half looked like a 
Squirtle head, the doorway was red on both sides, and the rest of the lower half looked like a Squirtle shell, looping around. Behind the 
base was a flag with a Squirtle shell symbol, and a sign above the doorway said 'Team Go-Getters Rescue Team Base.' In front of the base 
were the Mankey gang, Absol, Wynaut, and Wobbuffet. 


"It's amazing. I can't find the words to describe just how cool it is," Charmander said. Absol said, "If you like the outside, then I think the 
inside will impress you further." Pichu looked at Hareta and said, "The resemblance to you makes it all the cooler, Hareta!" Hareta blushed 
while everyone laughed. When they stopped, Raichu said, "Well, we all worked very hard for this." Wynaut added, "Yeah, it was hard, but 
it was worth it!" Wobbuffet chimed in, "That's right!" Team Go-Getters looked at everyone, who had now moved behind the team, and 
Chikorita said, "Sniff... Everyone... Thank you!" 


Everyone said they were glad to help, but the Mankey gang remained quiet. Then the leader said, "Say there. There's something I want to 

ask..." Everyone turned to them and the leader continued, "If this Rescue Team Base is finished, does that maybe mean... You won't bring 

us peeled chestnuts anymore?" Charmander laughed slightly and said, "Of course! We're done with the work on our Rescue Team Base. To 
our Mankey gang! Sincerely, thank you for everything! No way could it have been done this fast without you!" 


The Mankey turned to each other a minute, then suddenly they shouted, "Ukkeeeeeeeeh!" They then ran towards the Team Base and 
began to attack it! "Hey, what are you doing? Knock it off!" Hareta exclaimed. Team Go-Getters then ran forward and began to attack the 
Mankey since they wouldn't listen to reason. Soon, they managed to get them to stop, saving the Rescue Team Base. After a bit of talking, 

the Mankey gang promised to keep from rampaging in return for more peeled chestnuts. With that done, the Mankey returned to the 

forest, and the chaotic renovation of the Rescue Team Base came to an end. 


The next morning: Pelipper Post Office 


After a good night's sleep, Team Go-Getters got back to their rescue work. They arrived at the Message Board to see what jobs were 
available when one caught Hareta's eye. He pulled it down and read the title: "Smeargle's desperate plea." Intrigued by the title, 
Charmander asked him to continue. Hareta began reading: "Please allow me to introduce myself. My name is Smeargle. I once had 
aspirations of becoming an artist. Then, one day... There was an incident of an unforgivable nature... I fled because I didn't want to 
become an adult. But then I lost my way... I now find myself in this forest, unable to extricate myself... I am lost in the Howling Forest! 
Somebody! Please save me!" 


After a moment of silence, Charmander said, "He ran away because he didn't want to become an adult... What's that about?" Hareta 
shrugged and said, "I don't know. But let's go rescue this Smeargle anyway!" Charmander and Chikorita agreed, so they checked the 
Wonder Map to see where Howling Forest was located. After pinpointing it, they made their usual stops in town, during which Absol decided 
to come with, and then they set out for the Howling Forest. 


To reach the Howling Forest, they took the same path they used to get to Thunderwave Cave, then went into the forest to the east of the 
cave's entrance. Due to their higher level, they got to the location in a shorter time than when they first came out this way. 


The Howling Forest was one of the most diverse forests that Team Go-Getters ever explored, as they saw many different types of Pokemon 
as they made their way through. Many of them were all or part Normal or Dark-type Pokemon, but there were a few other types as well. 
They were also a bit more cunning than some of the Pokemon that they had seen before as well. 


As they worked their way through the forest, they would occasionally see the weather change quite suddenly, similar to Uproar Forest. 
They would see rain at times, and at other times there was hail. Eventually, they came across a cave entrance after exploring the woods 
for some time. Having no luck finding Smeargle in the forested area, they decided to see if Smeargle was somewhere in the cave. 


Later, deep inside the cave 


"Ohhh... I've lost my bearings... Where is this? I can't get out... I'm starving... I'm in trouble..." a grayish Pokemon with a tail like a 
paintbrush moaned. Suddenly, he heard footsteps and voices coming towards him and looked to see Team Go-Getters approaching. "Oh! 
You are?" he cried. "We're Rescue Team Go-Getters! Are you Smeargle?" Charmander asked. "Yes I am! Did you maybe come here to 
rescue me?" At the team's nod, Smeargle exclaimed, "Am I glad to see you! Please, help me get out of here!" And with another nod, they 
set out for the exit and Pokemon Square. 


Later, back at Team Go-Getters Base 


"Thank you so much. You saved me from great peril," Smeargle gratefully said. "No problem, Smeargle," Hareta replied. "Yep. But what 
made you run away in the first place? Your letter mentioned something about not wanting to become an adult," Charmander said. 
Smeargle looked at them and said, "Well, that is... Oh!" At his exclamation, Hareta, Charmander, Chikorita, and Absol turned to see two 
Smeargle coming up the path. 


"Look, there he is!" one of the Smeargle told the other. "Yeah, I see him. We've got to get him back quick!" the other Smeargle replied. 
"More Smeargle? I see two of them..." Charmander said. "I wonder what they're saying?" Chikorita wondered. "Probably getting ready to 
say the usual. You know, Smeargle can't escape, we're going to take him away, our fathers take bubble baths, and our mothers wear Army 
boots," Hareta joked. Everyone giggled a bit at Hareta's remark, then Absol asked, "Smeargle, what do they want?" Smeargle said, 
"They're... My friends." 


The two Smeargle approached as everyone turned back to them. "Now, come with us. The grown-up ritual is ready for you," the Smeargle 
on the left said. "Quit fighting this. Have the paw print applied without a fuss," the other Smeargle said. The rescued Smeargle ducked 
behind Hareta and said, "N-no!" He peeked out from behind Hareta's shell and said, "If I have to get that paw print on my back, I'd rather 

not become a grown-up!" 


Hareta looked between the Smeargle, then asked, "Am I missing something? What grown-up ritual are you talking about?" The Smeargle 
closest to him said, "It is a custom among us Smeargle. When we reach a certain age, they mark our backs with paw prints to show we are 
grown-ups." The other Smeargle continued, "They do that by taking the front paw and pushing dooooo0owwnn on the back..." Smeargle 
once again poked his head out and said, "I can't live with anything so tasteless. I have dreams of creating great art, so I have certain 

standards for design that I live by." 


He then glanced at the members of Team Go-Getters, then suddenly he had a great idea. "I know! I have decided! I shall become a 
member of Team Go-Getters!" This came as a bit of a shock to the team, so he explained, "I will participate in your rescue activities!" He 
then walked over to his friends and said, "So... I won't return to the pack! This village is where I will dedicate myself!" This surprised his 
friends, but then they whispered to each other for a second, then one said, "Is... Is that so? Then there is nothing we can do." The other 
Smeargle said, "We will inform the elders of your decision. We wish you luck in your new career as a rescuer." And with that, they headed 

back to meet with their pack. 


"Wow... That's a pushy way of getting a job. But it's OK, right guys?" Chikorita said. Hareta, Absol, and Charmander nodded, and they all 
welcomed Smeargle to the team. After thanking them, Smeargle said, "In addition to rescuing, I am also quite skilled at drawing and 
painting. For example... Let me see..." He looked around a bit, then spotted the flag in the back. "Ah, how about that. I could, say, 
redesign that flag if you wished. Would you like me to give you a demonstration?" Everyone nodded, and Smeargle suddenly examined the 
design on Hareta's hat, then ran towards the flag and began slapping his tail across it. When he was done, the shell had been changed to 
the design on Hareta's hat. Everyone was impressed at Smeargle's art skills. "If you ever want me to change it to something else, just let 
me know. I will find a place to stay in town, and I happen to know the location of the Sky Blue Plains Friend Area. Here let me show you," 
Smeargle said. He came over and showed the exact location of the Sky Blue Plains. They then headed for town to see if they could find 
Smeargle a place to stay. 


Later that night, at the Magma Cavern 


A peculiar figure was perched near the entrance to the Magma Cavern, seeming to be asleep as its eyes were closed. Suddenly, its eyes 
flashed open as if hearing an alarm clock. "Hmm... I can sense energy signatures exiting the Lapis Cave... But none of them are the 
guardian..." The figure thought for a moment, then grinned widely. "They must seek to prevent Groudon from escaping. Well, no matter. I'll 
make sure they don't even get to see that foolish Rescue Team that barely made it to Groudon a few days ago. Then I'll make sure they 
wind up back near that village that brat is staying at. And then, he'll take the bait and walk right into his doom..." The figure then threw its 
head back and laughed maniacally. 
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Five days have passed since Blastoise, Octillery, and Golem set out for the Magma Cavern to rescue Team ACT, and in that time, Share 
Team Go-Getters has ascended from Silver Rank to Gold Rank, thanks to their hard work and support from their friends and fellow team 
members, including the newest member, Smeargle. In addition, they have also been going back to the Makuhita Dojo to make sure their 
skills haven't been getting rusty. While inside the dojo's various type rooms, Hareta also trains special abilities, which have been coming to 
him ever since his memory began to recover at Mt. Freeze. Although Master Makuhita is not exactly sure what his abilities are, both he and 
Hareta's friends do what they can to help him in any way they can to assist him in relearning his special abilities. 


After a particularly grueling day training at the dojo, Hareta wakes up bright and early to the new day. After stretching to wake himself up, 
the morning quiet is suddenly shattered by an earthquake. Bracing himself, Hareta remains calm through it until the tremors settle down. 
At that point, he picks himself off the ground and looks around, marveling at the good work that went into renovating the Team Base. 
Before, there would occasionally be some kind of slight damage caused to the structure by an earthquake, but so far that hasn't happened 
with the renovated base. "Man, there have been so many earthquakes lately. Are they happening because of Groudon's awakening? I 
wonder..." he thought to himself, hoping that Blastoise's team was doing okay. 


Suddenly, Charmander and Chikorita came running through the entrance towards him as he was stepping off of the rock. "Hareta! There's 

some kind of commotion going on in the square!" Charmander exclaimed. "A lot of Pokemon have already gathered there. Let's head over 

and see what's going on!" Chikorita added. Hareta nodded, and they all ran out the door, leaving the toolbox and everything else behind to 
wait for them. 


Pokemon Square 


Arriving in the town center, Team Go-Getters noted that all the Rescue Teams Shiftry had sent for had gathered. Chikorita spotted Lombre 
and called out to him, "Hey, Lombre! What's going on here?" Lombre turned to her and said, "Oh, Chikorita. W-well..." He stopped to look 
the other way, then said, "You should just go see for yourself..." At that remark, Hareta walked forward, followed by Charmander and 
Chikorita. When they reached the center of the colorful stone that marked the town center, they were surprised to see Blastoise, Octillery, 
and Golem collapsed against the pavement. Charmander looked up at Shiftry, who was behind the three, and said, "Shiftry! What 
happened?" Shiftry looked at the three on the ground a moment, then looked up and said, "They were wiped out... In the Magma Cavern 
dungeon..." 


Team Go-Getters couldn't believe it. "You're kidding!" Chikorita cried. Blastoise lifted his face up a bit and, groaning, said, "That place... 
Something about it is deadly..." Octillery opened her eyes and said, "We couldn't get far enough to see Groudon or even Team ACT..." 
Golem groaned, "I've been there before, but I've never seen anything like I did this time... I don't want to ever go back to that place if it 
stays this way..." 


Shiftry looked at them, then said, "It appears that the dungeon underground... Is far more dangerous than we'd imagined..." Everyone let 
this sink into their thoughts and began to lose their fighting team spirit. Even a specially put together team couldn't conquer the Magma 
Cavern as it is; what possible hope did they have if they went? 


Team Go-Getters stepped back towards Lombre, stopping near him. They turned around as the sound of footsteps caught their attention. It 
was Gengar. "What are you doing back here?" Lombre asked him angrily. "Hey, relax. I heard there was some commotion and came to see 
what was up. Looks like your special team can't do a simple thing right unless they know what they're up against," Gengar simply stated. 

"What's with you, Gengar? It's only expected that we try. We're doing it to save Alakazam's team. We have to brave the unknown! You 
don't get that?" Charmander retorted. "No, I can see that quite clearly. I'm just saying that you all seem to be in over your heads with this 
challenge. Especially with the way they're feeling at this development," Gengar said, gesturing to the other Rescue Teams. 


And what Gengar was right about the other Rescue Teams. All of them were afraid of going to the Magma Cavern, afraid of what would 
await them. They were all afraid of being wiped out in the dungeon, and many were afraid of earthquakes and fire in general. Even Shiftry 
was out, knowing that his leafy fans would burn up. "Hey, get over it! You can try all you want to, but if you don't know your limits, this is 
exactly what's going to happen to you! One minute you're confident you can take anything life can throw at you, then the next minute it's 
slapping you and teaching you a lesson you never wanted to learn. You might as well learn it now so it's not as humiliating for you later," 

Gengar spoke to the whole crowd. Due to the incessant talking, it was hard to tell if anyone actually heard what Gengar had to say. 


Still, the words were registering doubt in Chikorita and Charmander's minds. As they looked at each other, they knew the same thought 
was on both their minds. What were they to do now? They both turned to Hareta and Charmander asked, "Squirtle... What do you think? 
Even if it's impossible for us... Should we still try to rescue Big Brother, Alakazam, and Tyranitar?" Hareta looked at them for a moment, 
then quickly said, "Of course! We're a Rescue Team! We dedicate ourselves to helping other Pokemon in danger, be they Pokemon who 
have gotten lost, Pokemon who need help getting something they need, or Rescue Teams that have gotten in trouble themselves! I 
wouldn't give up on any Pokemon just because I'm afraid of putting my pride as a rescuer at stake." His words moved both Charmander 
and Chikorita, finding their pride and courage thanks to the speech, and Chikorita said, "Of course... You're right, Hareta. We can't give up 
just because it seems impossible. We should go because we're willing to risk any danger to help other Pokemon." Charmander agreed and 
said, "Right. Let's let everyone else know too." 


They then turned to the crowd and Charmander called, "Everyone, listen!" Once everyone's attention was on them, Charmander 


announced, "We're going to the Magma Cavern to rescue Team ACT!" This completely shocked everyone in the square; none of them could 
believe a group of kids was volunteering to go when an attempt to conquer the dungeon had already failed. Gengar was especially 
concerned; he didn't know how Groudon could be waking up, but he wasn't too keen on the idea of Hareta and his team going to their 
doom after just recently having been attacked by someone who seemed to have it in for Hareta. Murmurs began to spread through the 
crowd again, this time wondering who this Rescue Team was. Some of them knew that they were Team Go-Getters, and others heard 
about them living as fugitives until recently. They had their doubts as they didn't think the team looked very strong. 


Hareta spoke up, "It's true we may not look like much, and that the rescue may be difficult. But we are a Rescue Team!" Charmander 

backed him up, "To overcome any challenges and rescue Pokemon in danger... That's why we became a Rescue Team in the first place! 

That's why rescuing Alakazam and his teammates is most important to us!" Chikorita wrapped it up with, "Never giving up... A simple 
phrase that Team Go-Getters stakes its pride on! We have pride as a team because we're willing to take on any challenge to help others!" 


With their speech done, silence came to the square. Gengar broke it by saying, "C'mon you three. Like I said, learn your limits, just like 
everyone else has!" Shiftry spoke up, "No... Team Go-Getters is right! As Rescue Teams, we're supposed to expect the unexpected, no 
matter where we go!" The crowd started talking again, this time with new hope to their voices. They realized that they weren't thinking 
straight due to fear, making them forget that they're Rescue Teams and they all have their pride as well. Gengar couldn't believe that words 
had revived the crowd, causing him to shout, "What are you listening to them for? You'd willingly go into a hopeless situation?" Suddenly, 
someone said, "So says you..." Everyone turned to see Blastoise pushing himself off the ground until he was standing up. "We've only 
failed once. This isn't the time to be lying around!" Octillery likewise raised herself up and said, "Yes, enough of wallowing in woe-is-me 
self-pity." Golem also stood up and replied, "If we give up now, that's how it ends. Not for me." All around, the teams were filled with more 
courage and pride than a few minutes ago. They could see now that the best way to conquer the Magma Cavern would be for all of the 
Rescue Teams to tackle it and work together. Gengar growled and, heading out, shouted, "Fine, whatever! If you're gonna go, just go! See 
if I care!" 


"Thank you, Team Go-Getters. You stopped us from throwing away the most important thing we have as rescuers- pride. My thanks from 

all of us," Blastoise said gratefully. All the rescue teams faced Blastoise, who said, "Everyone! It's time to get to work! Let's show the world 

what we Rescue Teams are really all about!" A roar of agreement went up from everyone. They had a plan now; now that they knew they 
had to work together, they were confident they would be able to conquer the Magma Cavern together. 


Several Rescue Teams were chosen from the many to head out and secure a safe meeting place near the Magma Cavern. The rest of the 
teams stayed behind in order to get any supplies they were going to need and make sure they had any last-minute training done so their 
moves were in top shape. As one of the teams staying behind, Team Go-Getters made sure to get as much of this done as they could, then 
they broke up for the night so they could all get a good night's sleep. 


That night, as Hareta slept, he was visited by a familiar dream sequence... 
Hareta's Dream 


Hareta looked around to see the familiar glowing colors surrounding him. Unlike previous times, a landscape didn't form around him, but 
he was still able to stand fine without any ground beneath him. "It's... That dream again," he murmured. He felt Gardevoir's presence 
begin to form behind him and turned around to see her materialize. 


"It's tomorrow, isn't it? That you take to the underground dungeon, the Magma Cavern," she said. "Yeah. They make it sound like one 
terrible place. I'm a bit nervous if we'll come out okay... But I'm really excited to be going there too!" Hareta said. Gardevoir smiled and 
said, "That's good to hear. It will help you worry less about the dangers. And I am certain you and your friends will be fine, Hareta. You 

have my support. Please, go with strength." 


"I will. Thank you," Hareta replied. He then asked, "By the way, Gardevoir, do you know? What it's like underground? It just seems like 
someone or something is at work in the Magma Cavern besides Groudon." Gardevoir shook her head and said, "No... I'm sorry to say... I 
can't envision it." Hareta smiled and said, "That's okay. I know you wanted to encourage me. I'm happy you wanted to cheer me up. Thank 
you." Gardevoir smiled back, then it faded as she said, "But... There is one thing that I can foresee. Your role... Is slowly coming to its 
end." Hareta was confused by what she said. She continued, "You became a Pokemon in order to fulfill a certain role... And that role 
brought you to this world." Her physical form began to fade somewhat. "Now, that role... Is finally drawing to its conclusion." 


Hareta said, "Gardevoir, tell me! What is my role? Why did I become a Pokemon? Why did I lose my memory until I met Ninetales?" 
Gardevoir said, "When the time comes... I think I can tell you when this adventure is finished. Please, be patient. Au revoir..." She then 
faded away, as darkness began to cover the area... 


End of dream 


Hareta's eyes opened to the sunlight coming in through the windows. After doing a few stretches, he got his scarves, hat, arm bracelet, 
and the toolbox. He then walked outside to find Charmander and Chikorita waiting for him. 


"Good morning, Hareta! Did you sleep well?" Chikorita asked. Hareta nodded, and Charmander then said, "OK, this is it! The other Rescue 
Teams are ready to head out for the Magma Cavern, and our other team members are ready as well. So let's get going!" With that, they 
began to walk down the path. 


After meeting up with Absol, Pikachu, Smeargle, Pichu, and Raichu, they headed off to meet up with the other Rescue Teams. As they 
walked, Hareta thought to himself, "Gardevoir said she'd tell me everything when this adventure is finished... Is going underground the 
adventure she meant? If we rescue Team ACT, will she tell me the truth?" 


He, along with the others, were broken out of what they were doing by a loud, "HEY!" After calming their beating hearts, they looked 
ahead to see Blastoise waiting with the other Rescue Teams near the path leading out to the wilderness. "You made it, Team Go-Getters! 
Are you ready to conquer the Magma Cavern?" he asked. Hareta winked and said, "You know it! C'mon, guys, let's go!" Everyone agreed 

with him, and the whole Rescue Team group set out for the Magma Cavern. 


Meanwhile, at the Wild Plains... 


Near the edge of the small meadow area, Ekans of Team Meanies lifted himself off the ground and slid towards the center of the meadow. 
Nestled against the rock there were Medicham, who was meditating, and Gengar, who was simply sitting next to Medicham, though he 
looked like he had something on his mind. Ekans slithered over to them, catching Gengar's attention since he asked, "What is it, Ekans?" 
Medicham peeped an eye open, showing that she was listening as Ekans said, "I think all those Rescue Teams are headed out to the 
Magma Cavern now. I heard footsteps coming from the crossroads that lead out to the plains." Medicham shrugged, "Eh, big deal. They 
didn't ask for our help, so it's their problem. We've got missions we can tend to, we're not desperate." As Ekans and Medicham continued 
talking, Gengar's face was beginning to twitch all over, showing he was trying to come to a decision. 


"But if we did show up, we could show that we can handle whatever any of those teams can. We'd get more good missions if other Rescue 
Teams knew what Team Meanies can do," Ekans was saying. Before Medicham could respond, Gengar shot to his feet and yelled, 
"ALRIGHT, ENOUGH ALREADY!" They both looked at him surprised, noticing that he was getting their toolbox on over his shoulder. "Well, 
come on, you two! We're off to crash the party at Magma Cavern!" Medicham and Ekans were confused by his sudden statement, Ekans 
asking, "Why?" Gengar said, "To show them never to undermine Team Meanies' strength, of course! Show them the driving force they're 
missing by not calling for us!" Although they wondered if it was for some other reason, Medicham and Ekans still agreed to go help, so they 
got up and Team Meanies headed off towards the Magma Cavern to catch up with the other teams. 


In the back of his mind, Gengar thought, "And to make sure that Hareta and his buddies get out of this mess alright! 


Music: 
Pride of a Rescue Team- Reset ~Thank You Version~ (Okami) 
Setting Out For Magma Cavern- Internet (Megaman Battle Network 2) 


Gengar's Decision- Transmission Theme (Megaman Network Transmission) 
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Deep in the Magma Cavern Pit Share 


"Psychic!" Alakazam shouted, his eyes glowing blue as well as the large Pokemon in front of him. The Pokemon was much taller than 
Alakazam, yet it was held still due to the power of Alakazam's mind. After enduring damage for several moments, it broke free and roared 
in anger. It then disappeared into one of the many lava falls in the chamber the two were in. "Grr... Groudon is indeed strong, and its anger 
is making it that much harder to calm... But I must not give up! I must do whatever it takes to stop Groudon!" Alakazam declared, keeping 

a sharp eye out for anything that would give away Groudon's position. 


High up near the ceiling of the chamber, out of the reach of Alakazam's psychic abilities and higher than Groudon at its full height, Faust 
was perched on the wall watching the battle. He sneered, "Well, I'm rather surprised that Alakazam has it in him to keep going after so 
long. He sure doesn't look it, no matter what anyone says about him." He smirked to himself as he said, "Oh well, he's too far along in his 
battle to be any hindrance to me. Whether he succeeds or fails, it doesn't matter. Hareta's on his way now, not much farther from the 
cavern entrance. Alakazam is no longer any use to me." As he stood up and walked away, he thought, "Everything's all set. He'll come 
down here to rescue Alakazam. He couldn't stand to do otherwise. Too bad for him that nobody is going to be able to come to his rescue." 


Later, near the entrance to Magma Cavern 


As the sun shone high in the early afternoon sky, Team Go-Getters, the other Rescue Teams, and several of the Pokemon from Pokemon 
Square arrived at the Magma Cavern. Here, they met up with the Rescue Teams who had left early to secure a safe meeting place. While 
Blastoise, Octillery, and Golem were talking with these teams, Team Go-Getters, Pichu, Pikachu, and Raichu were looking at the entrance to 
Magma Cavern. 


"Man, look at the streams of lava coming out of those rocks," Hareta commented, noting that the ground near the entrance was comprised 
of just stones with cracks in between them for the lava to flow through, which led back into the cave. "Yeah. That means it's going to be 
scorching hot in there. Maybe even hotter than Mt. Blaze," Chikorita agreed, remembering that they went east past Mt. Blaze to get here. 
"Big Brother never really told me much about the Magma Cavern after Team ACT got back from their rescue here. Guess we'll just have to 
figure it out on our own, huh?" Charmander said, and Hareta, Chikorita, and Absol agreed. 


Pichu came over to Hareta and said, "It sure was a long way, but we finally made it here, huh, Squirtle?" Hareta nodded, then Absol said, 
"Well, we did take a bit of time since you occasionally had trouble with some of the places we walked through, but yes, it was quite the 
road to get out here." Pichu sweated a bit, remembering that he indeed have some trouble along the way, but knowing that he did a lot 

better than he did back at Sinister Cave. Pikachu, Raichu, and Team Go-Getters reassured him that he was going to do fine here. 


When they were done talking, Blastoise, Octillery, Golem, and the Rescue Teams they were talking to merged with the other teams in order 
to prepare for the endeavor. 


"We may not have been able to make it last time, but with our pride and teamwork, we will surely prevail this time," Blastoise murmured 
to himself. He then announced while looking at the Magma Cavern, "Alright, Rescue Teams! Our mission is simple! Team ACT is somewhere 
deep in the Magma Cavern and they need our help to get out of there alive! Their chance of coming back alive rides on us! Is everyone 
ready?" 


"Mmm... Juf a mimute!" Hareta called, sounding like he had something in his mouth. Blastoise turned to see that his mouth was stuffed 
with a sandwich and a rice ball, and he had an apple and a rice ball in his hands too. "Huh?" Blastoise asked, bewildered by this sight. He 
then realized that the Rescue Teams had set up a picnic blanket and everyone was eating lunch! "How can you eat now?" Blastoise 
exclaimed. Hareta swallowed the food in his mouth and said, "We need to eat sometime, and we're not going to have that chance while 
we're in the Magma Cavern. Besides, the energy will be helpful to us!" His friends and the other Rescue Teams agreed, while Blastoise still 
looked a bit skeptical. 


Suddenly, Team Meanies appeared and caught sight of what was going on. "What are they doing?" Medicham asked her teammates. 
"They're having food... I want some food too!" Ekans replied. "Well, you will in a minute," Gengar replied, walking towards the little picnic 
with Medicham and Ekans behind him. "Hey, what's with all of you? What do you think this is, a chance to enjoy the weather? You don't 
just decide to eat in front of Magma Cavern!" Gengar demanded. Hareta suddenly piped up, "Hey! You guys want anything to eat?" As he 
spoke, he, Charmander, and Chikorita were each holding a plate, each one with a different food item on them. Although they seemed a bit 
surprised at this, Team Meanies heartily accepted the offer and began to chow down with all of the other Pokemon. Blastoise couldn't 
believe this, shouting, "What are you feeding them for?" Absol looked at him and said, "The question is, are you going to join in or leave 
more for the rest of us?" After a moment, Blastoise gave in and joined the other Pokemon for lunch. 


As they ate and talked, Faust was keeping an eye on them from deep within the Magma Cavern. "So, that pathetic ghost seems to have 
gone traitor, eh? Well, that's okay. I don't need him anymore. They might as well enjoy their meal while it lasts. Come fully prepared if 
they so desire. They may beat Groudon, but they stand no chance against me," he murmured. 


Later... 


Empty plates and plastic containers littered the whole picnic blanket. Every bit of food that had been saved just for the picnic was eaten 


and all the Pokemon felt very content with their meal. "And now..." Hareta began, stopping when he thought something was behind him, 
"let's go!" Suddenly, he whipped around and blasted a Nidoking with his Water Gun! The Nidoking did not like this one bit and took off 
running back towards the entrance to the Magma Cavern. 


As the Nidoking stopped just inside the entrance, he suddenly noticed that all the Pokemon were coming toward him and he took off 
deeper into the cave! As all the Rescue Teams made it inside, Blastoise announced, "We split into three groups with me, Octillery, and 
Golem leading! Team Go-Getters, their friends, and Team Meanies, you're with me! Go, teams!" With that announcement, the teams all 

broke up into even-sized groups and each headed off in a different direction into the Magma Cavern. "Here we go!" Hareta called, he and 
his friends launching their attacks at a group of Pokemon that showed up to attack them. "C'mon, Meanies! We can't let Team Go-Getters 
take all the glory! Let's show them how it's done!" Gengar said to Medicham and Ekans. Medicham and Ekans agreed, and they all began to 
pitch in, both with battling and navigating the cave. 


As they worked their way deeper into the Magma Cavern, the three groups encountered many Pokemon that were determined to stop 
them, some that Blastoise, Octillery, and Golem remembered. They encountered groups of Nidoking and Nidoqueen, all of them working 
together to bring the groups down, several Sandslash that tried to confuse them with their burrowing abilities, and various other Pokemon 
such as Onix, Magmar, Rhydon, Mawile, and Magcargo, all of them seeming to be enraged at them. Still, the groups prevailed, navigating 
the rocky paths deeper into the caves. As they battled, Team Go-Getters noted that their eyes were similar to both Skarmory's and 
Tangrowth's, which indicated that Faust must be behind this. 


After quite a while of battling through the cave, Blastoise's group came across a small room with a Kangaskhan Rock, indicating it was a 
good place to take a quick rest. While everyone else stayed together near the rock, Team Meanies moved off closer to the way they had 
just come. 


"This has actually gone better than I thought it would. I'm definitely feeling stronger from all the battling we've been doing," Ekans 
commented. "Of course! We can't fall behind Team Go-Getters, so this is perfect for us. And it's not like we've just been hanging back the 
whole time, after all," Gengar said. "Yeah, that's true. Still, that Squirtle kid... I mean, what's the deal with him?" Medicham asked. "What 

do you mean?" Gengar asked. "Well, he's a nice kid and he's tough, I'm not denying that. But he's got a weird name, he dresses kind of 

funny, and I've got my own ideas about that hair," Medicham explained. "His hair?" Ekans asked. "Yeah, I've never seen a Squirtle with 

hair before. I can't help but wonder if it's a..." Medicham trailed off. "Could be. He'd probably get mad if you asked though. Maybe you 
should leave that alone for now," Gengar said, and Medicham decided to do so. 


Due to his better hearing, Hareta happened to catch most of the conversation, seeing as he, Charmander, Chikorita, Smeargle and Absol 
were sitting close to the entrance to the room. When he heard Team Meanies coming back, he wandered over into their path, causing them 
to stop. "What do you want?" Gengar demanded. "I overheard something interesting," Hareta said. "Yeah? What?" Ekans asked. "Can I just 
say something real quick?" Hareta asked. "What?" Medicham asked, getting a bit agitated. Hareta took his hat off and pointed to his head, 

saying, "This is real hair, okay? It grew out of my head." Team Meanies looked a bit surprised, but Medicham said, "O-of course it is! As if 

there was any doubt!" Hareta placed his hat back on and went back to join the others, shortly followed by Team Meanies, who were 
wondering how he knew. 


After resting for a few minutes, the group gathered up their supplies and proceeded into the Magma Cavern Pit. It seems most of the 
Pokemon preferred to stay on the upper floors, as they only encountered a rare Onix or Steelix as they proceeded deeper into the depths 
of the cave. 


Eventually, they found themselves at the beginning of a straight passage that seemed to slant down the further it went. "Let's see... Where 
are now?" Hareta wondered out loud. "Well, I'm certain we've come quite far already," Smeargle said. "Of course we have. You still 
remember how much effort it took to get down here, don't you?" Medicham asked. Before anyone could say anything, an earthquake 
suddenly started up! Everyone braced themselves against the walls of the cave for support until it died down. 


Once the ground settled down, Absol looked around a bit to make sure everyone was okay, then spotted something further ahead that 
surprised him. "Hey! Look over there!" he called to the others, and they looked ahead to see Charizard and Tyranitar of Team ACT collapsed 
on the ground! Absol headed towards them, followed by Team Go-Getters, Pikachu, Pichu, Raichu, and Blastoise, with Team Meanies 
staying close to the back for now. 


Charizard groaned as they approached, managing to raise his face up somewhat. "What happened, Big Brother?" Charmander asked. 
"Ugh... We challenged Groudon... So angry... Wiped us out..." Charizard managed to get out. "Grrgh... We... It crushed us..." Tyranitar 
groaned, also lifting his head up. Hareta looked around and then asked, "Hey, where's Alakazam? Did something happen to him?" Tyranitar 
raised a hand to point and said, "No... He's still battling Groudon..." Chikorita looked at her teammates and said, "We've got to hurry! 
Alakazam needs all the help he can get!" The others nodded and Team Go-Getters hurried ahead, followed shortly by Team Meanies, who 
quickly ran to avoid letting Charizard and Tyranitar see them. "Keep an eye on those three! I'll join you when the other Rescue Teams get 
here!" Blastoise called, then began to tend to Charizard and Tyranitar's wounds. Charizard managed to call out, "...Be careful!" 


Soon, the two Rescue Teams arrived at the end of the Magma Cavern, which was a large room with a single large rock that the trail 
emptied out on, with a considerable space between the edges and the walls, which allowed for a surrounding of lava at the bottom fueled 
by the lava falls coming from the walls. In front of them was Alakazam, who seemed to be focused on the wall in front of him. "Alakazam! 

Are you okay?" Pikachu called. Alakazam briefly glanced behind him, only seeing Team Go-Getters, and said, "Hm! So you have come!" The 
room suddenly shook slightly, and Alakazam called, "Stay back! This opponent is no laughing matter!" The room continued to slightly 
shake, and a brief flash of red appeared, followed by a roaring sound. "H-here it comes!" Alakazam called. Suddenly, a bright flash 
appeared, and Alakazam yelled, "Wraaaaaaah!" When the flash died down, Ekans looked behind him to see something had thrown 
Alakazam all the way behind Team Meanies. "Oh man, it looks like he's down for the count!" Ekans said. "Then Groudon will be coming 
after us next," Absol said. "We've got to try to hold him off until everyone else can get here!" Hareta said. His teammates agreed, as did a 
somewhat worried Team Meanies. Suddenly, Groudon emerged from the lava fall near where Alakazam had been looking at moments 
before. 


As soon as Groudon appeared, it attempted to bury everyone with a Rock Slide, but Hareta was able to break it down with his Water Gun, 

even though the heat weakened it. Once those were out of the way, they all attempted to attack Groudon, but it was clear why Team ACT 

were unable to defeat Groudon. It's outer armor was extremely durable, able to take the single hits they all launched at it. Groudon then 

used its claws and strong special attacks to leave everyone badly hurt. "There's gotta be some way we can hurt this guy," Hareta growled. 
"Maybe if we all try attacking all at once, we can break through his armor," Charmander suggested. 


Suddenly, someone said, "That's not going to be enough. But we can help you bring it down!" Everyone turned to see that the other Rescue 
Teams had just arrived, and they had even healed Team ACT to full health! "So Groudon's too strong to launch an all-out coordinated 
attack?" Hareta asked. "Right. The armor's too tough for that. We found that out the hard way," Tyranitar explained. "What we need to do 
is distract it, then strike when its defenses are down," Absol said. "Indeed. The problem is how are we going to distract it?" Alakazam 
asked. They didn't have much time to ponder this, as Groudon began to charge another attack! 


Before the attack could be finished, Gengar suddenly shouted, "Double-Edge!" and went flying towards Groudon. He hit Groudon with 
enough force to cause it to wobble and stop charging energy. Even though the attack left him a bit hurt, Gengar continued to put more 
energy into the hit, leaving Groudon unable to defend itself. Everyone saw this and took the opportunity to send out their strongest attacks, 
resulting in a large explosion that covered the whole chamber in smoke! 


Once the smoke cleared, Groudon was nowhere to be found, but Gengar had landed, if somewhat hard, back on the rocky area. While 
Medicham and Ekans helped him, Alakazam scanned the area to try to locate Groudon. Eventually, he detected Groudon was underneath 
them, but its anger had seemingly vanished. He concluded that Groudon had calmed down and was currently resting, so everyone cheered 

that they had been successful! 


Suddenly, a tremor began to shake the chamber, so Alakazam ordered everyone to leave immediately, and they were only too happy to 
agree with the order. The other Rescue Teams headed out, with Team Meanies, Team ACT, and Team Go-Getters following them. As Hareta 
followed behind his teammates, he suddenly looked up to see a rock falling from the ceiling! It was too big for him to run under it and 
make it to the other side, so he jumped back to avoid getting flattened. As soon as it hit the ground, the shaking stopped. 


Charmander and Chikorita turned around as soon as they heard it land and became worried when they didn't see Hareta behind them. 
They immediately ran back to the rock and began shouting, hoping he was okay. They were relieved when they heard he was okay, but 
knew that this rock had basically trapped him in the chamber, so they called for everyone else to help them. 


"Everything all right in there, Hareta?" Alakazam called. "Yeah, I'm okay. But I don't know if I can get past this rock," he replied. "Just hang 
on. We should have it taken care of in a few minutes," Charizard said. "Okay, I'll wait," Hareta answered back. Suddenly, an eerily familiar 
voice said, "There is no waiting here!" 


Hareta turned around expecting to see Faust, but instead the whole chamber seemed to become darker even though the lava was still 
flowing. Suddenly, something black appeared on the part of the wall where Groudon had been standing when it had been beaten that was 
rapidly growing in size. Soon, it appeared to be a black vortex, and it suddenly began to pull Hareta towards it! Hareta fell to the ground, 

gripping onto the ground to avoid being sucked in. 


"You see this, Hareta? Do you know what it is?" Faust asked. Hareta growled, "A Distortion World portal!" He then turned away from it and 
shouted, "If you think you can beat me Faust, you're sorely mistaken!" Faust sneered, "Courageous words, guardian. But where you're 
going, they won't do you any good." Suddenly, the pull became too strong and Hareta lost his grip and went flying towards the portal, 

yelling all the way. 


On the other side of the rock, Team ACT, Charmander, Chikorita, Absol, Smeargle, Pikachu, Pichu, Raichu, and all the other Rescue Teams 
got worried from everything that they had just heard. Absol shouted, "Hareta, what's going on in there? Are you okay?" The only reply 
they got was from Faust, and it was him laughing maniacally... 


I was inspired by several Pokemon manga for some of the scenes in this chapter, particularly "Team Galactic's Ultimate Warrior" from 
Pokemon Diamond and Pearl Adventure! for some of the opening, and "Tears and Emotions-It's the Final Chapter!" from PMD: Ginji's 
Rescue Team for the Groudon battle. 


Hope you enjoyed this chapter. Next chapter might take a little while, but I'll try to make it a good one. 


See you next time! 
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Mt. Freeze: Peak Share 


Ninetales was quietly meditating in her chamber inside Mt. Freeze's peak, when her eyes suddenly opened upon sensing that a gateway 
had been opened. "I can feel it... Someone has opened a portal to the Distortion World. The only one I know of who could do that is Faust, 
which means he must've restored enough power in whatever shape he has taken now to challenge Hareta," she murmured. She turned her 

head to one of the shelves on the wall, walking over to it. Among some of the objects that were gathered on it was a picture of her and 
Hareta in his human form, standing in front of a forest with a mountain in the background. Although their time together was short, she still 

had many fond memories of Hareta and cared very deeply for him. 


She placed a paw on the white scarf that was a gift to her and thought, 'Hareta... I don't know what's going on right now, but please don't 
give up. Don't give into Faust's darkness. No matter what..." 


Hill of the Ancients 


Despite staring unblinkingly at the sun, Xatu was perfectly aware of the events going on at the moment, thanks to his psychic powers. 
"And so, it emerges. The one who was long thought to have been sealed... The one who seeks to ensure the world's destruction... As he is 
now, only you can stop him Hareta. You must not falter. Prove your courage," he whispered silently. 


Magma Cavern Pit 


Upon clearing the boulder that had sealed off Groudon's chamber, the Rescue Teams found a purple barrier had been erected around the 
opening, preventing them from getting inside, even when they all attacked it together. It was somewhat transparent, however, allowing 
them to see that the whole chamber had become dark and that Hareta had seemingly vanished. Other than that, they could not see 
anything else that had not been present before. Worried that Faust may have taken Hareta somewhere else, Alakazam ordered all the 
Rescue Teams to search as far as they could to try to locate them, promising that he would contact Pelipper in order to let everyone else 
know when Hareta was found, no matter where that might be. While all the other teams exited the cave, Team Go-Getters and Team ACT 
stayed behind to continue trying to break through the barrier. Team Meanies had also stayed behind, but they were hiding so that Team 
ACT wouldn't know they were there. As far as they knew, Team ACT still thought they were bad, since Alakazam looked ready to say 
something to them before the tremor started. 


"Argh, I just don't get it! Who is this Faust guy? And why is he after Hareta so badly?" Charizard growled, fiddling with the blue scarf on his 
neck while Tyranitar tried to smash through the barrier. "I don't know. I've only heard about him in the many legends I know. The only 
thing known about him is that he was a creature made of Shadow energy and antimatter, and as a result, he was consumed by the 
darkness of his soul. The legends have no record of whether he is human or Pokémon," Absol said. "Yes, I've heard of those legends too. 
Still, I wonder why he referred to Hareta as 'guardian,'" Alakazam commented. Absol had some idea of why Faust referred to him as such, 
but kept it to himself. Charmander and Chikorita, meanwhile, were helping Tyranitar in trying to weaken the barrier while the others were 
letting their strength recover for another hit, having just tried several minutes ago and not gotten anywhere. 


Charmander and Chikorita were getting more and more frantic as time went on, both pleading in their heads, Please, Hareta! You've got 
to be okay! Don't leave us now!" 


The Distortion World 


Hareta lay on the ground of one of the many floating pieces of ground in the mysterious Distortion World, having been shaken by the 
sudden transport by the portal. Soon, he opened his eyes and propped himself up on his hands to look around. He saw the same 
landscape he had come to know ever since the first time he ended up in the Distortion World: floating pieces of land, plantlike structures 
that could be solid or disappear upon approach, and an endless, spiraling void leading to who knows where. As he looked around, he 
wondered where the guardian of the Distortion World, Giratina, was. 


He was snapped out of his thoughts when he sensed a familiar dark presence approaching. He turned to where he could feel it from and 
saw Faust approaching him. He couldn't help but grimace at the sight of Faust. Before, he looked like a regular Honchkrow, except for his 
pale coloring and his red eyes with red sclera. Now, his whole body had a blue crystalline appearance to it, his sclera having turned red 
and his eyes a frightening shade of green. His beak had seemingly disappeared, and his feet looked more like blocks of crystal instead of 
talons. Once he was sufficiently close enough, he stopped and glared down at Hareta, fluttering his wings to stay in place. 


"I see you're back," Hareta said, not amused by the situation one bit. "Yes. I'm back to finish what I started near the Frosty Forest. You got 
lucky last time with your little friends, but here in this pocket area of the Distortion World, they can't save you. It took longer than I had 
hoped, but the extra power I've saved up is worth it," Faust replied drily. "I should've guessed you'd awaken Groudon and make it go ona 
rampage," Hareta said. "'Make it?' I had nothing to do with Groudon's anger. It got angry on its own. I just woke it up to lure you, since I 
know you wouldn't stand by and watch everything get destroyed. My plan all along was to lure you out to Magma Cavern, and once you 
were properly tenderized, I would step in and finish you myself. It didn't happen as planned, since Team ACT came first, followed by your 
collection of Rescue Teams, leaving you near full health. But now that you're trapped, that's hardly an issue," Faust explained. 


Hareta glared at him and asked, "You got any other tricks I've fallen for yet?" Faust glared back at him and said, "I'm through with tricks 


for today. Now listen here boy, and listen good. Ever since my creation, I've sought to control everything and crush anyone and anything in 
my way, but you have been nothing but an ever-growing thorn in my side. Every plan I've thought up has ended with my defeat due to you 
and your sickening bunch of friends! You've stood in my way far too often. But that all ends today, either with your destruction or your 
submitting to me! Is that clear?" Hareta kept his gaze firmly locked on Faust as he said, "Your threats aren't going to scare me into 
surrender, Faust. Do you really think you can get rid of me?" Faust sneered, "I don't think I can. I KNOW I can." 


Faust then moved his wings to his sides and a glow began to appear where his beak would normally be. Hareta saw it coming and 
managed to get out of the way by leaping to another piece of land before he got caught in the Shadow Fire, which covered the whole 
platform he had been standing on. Faust then turned to where he went and fired off several Shadow Waves, Hareta just barely managing 
to get out of the way of some of them. "You seem a bit jumpy, Hareta. Can't take the heat like you used to?" Faust mocked. Hareta's 
response was an aerial Ice Beam, launched after he dodged another Shadow Wave. Before it could strike him, Faust seemingly broke 
down, only to reform safely out of harm's way. "Mwa ha ha! Do you really think this will be like last time? You're going to have to do better 
than that!" Faust said. He then let out a screech, and suddenly, a Shadow Sky started to rain down! 


As Hareta tried to avoid the purple rain and watch for Faust's attacks, he thought, ‘At this stage of his power, he's capable of greatly 
reducing the damage from every Pokémon move. Even a Roar of Time or Spacial Rend wouldn't do much to him! Still, I should try to cause 
as much damage as I can for now. I have to wait until it's time..." He quickly shifted into a Rapid Spin to blow off some of the rain as well 
as dodge a Shadow Rush. "You can't keep this up forever! Just give up now and I'll let you live to cause the world's destruction," Faust 
yelled. This angered Hareta and he switched to Hydro Pump, blasting Faust with a spray of water from his shell. "How dare you, Hareta! 
You've gotten my rich, crystalline plumage wet!" Faust yelled. Hareta turned to him and said, "That's not all I'm going to do to that body 
you've got!" And with that, their battle continued. 


Later on... 


After trading one blow after another for a while, Hareta was starting to get weak, and it showed. He was covered in various scratches and 

purple markings from where Faust's attacks managed to hit him. Faust, on the other hand, looked almost no different than when they had 

started battling. All of a sudden, Faust launched a Shadow Blast at Hareta, sending him flying off the piece of land that he was on, though 

he thankfully landed in the water that was on one of the perpendicular floating pieces, cushioning his fall somewhat since he didn't fly far. 
Once he climbed out, he looked up to see Faust floating above him, seeming to be smirking, if his eyes were any indication. 


"I must admit, you lasted longer than I expected you to, guardian, considering the absence of your normal abilities. But you know as well 
as I that your loss was predestined. But I'm not going to make it quick. Oh no. By the time I'm partway through, you'll be begging for me 
to make it stop! But you spat in my face, and now you're going to pay for it!" Faust said, speaking normally at first, sounding more and 
more demented as he continued. 


He then soared extremely fast towards Hareta and began slashing him with his wings, which were covered in Shadow energy. His strikes 
were so fast, they left no room for any kind of counter. He also employed several other Shadow moves as well, but he never let Hareta 
away from him for even a second. 


Although the attacks and strikes were very painful, Hareta continued to hold on, continued to conserve as much of his energy as he could. 
Suddenly, he began to feel the familiar presence of energy within himself. "I can fee/ it! The Aura Overdrive is just about ready! Just a little 
more..." After a few more strikes, he opened his eyes as suddenly his body began to glow light blue! As soon as the glow started, Faust 
stopped attacking out of surprise for a moment, but then tried to go for a finishing blow. That moment was all Hareta needed though, as 
before Faust could try to finish him, he suddenly brought his feet up and kicked Faust away. As he floated in air, he brought his hands and 
legs into the fetal position, then suddenly brought them back out as he let out a loud yell as what seemed to be a blue flame enveloped 
him... 


Magma Cavern Pit 


Charmander, Chikorita, and Absol were up at the barrier, still trying to break through with no success. No one tried to stop their attempts, 
as they thought that if Faust had sealed off the chamber, it meant that the chamber must've contained something he didn't want anyone 
else to get at. Team ACT was considering telling them to stop and try to locate Hareta like the other Rescue Teams were, when Charmander 
launched a Metal Claw that bounced off the barrier and sent him flying a ways away. He had a soft landing though, as Medicham stepped 
out of the hiding spot she and her teammates were in to catch him. 


Charmander looked up at who caught him, and was a bit surprised to see it was Medicham. "Hey, when did you guys get here?" he asked, 
noticing Gengar and Ekans behind her as she set him on the ground. "We've been here for a while. We just didn't want to come out while 
they were here," Gengar said, indicating Team ACT. As he said this, Chikorita, Smeargle, Absol, and Team ACT came over to see what 
happened, and Alakazam instantly took note of Gengar. "What are you doing here?" he asked Gengar. Gengar looked back at him and said, 
"I was going to offer to help, just like I did with helping you defeat Groudon." Tyranitar said, "Do you think that excuses you for accusing 
Hareta? Now, fess up! Why'd you do it?" Ekans said, "He already explained why and Hareta forgave him! Charmander, Chikorita, and Absol 
can vouch for that." 


Before anyone could say anything more on the subject, Charmander said, "Hey... Did anyone else feel that?" Everyone, except Absol, 
looked confused a moment, before getting the same feeling. Soon, everyone's eyes were drawn back to the barrier, Alakazam moving back 
over to it to investigate closer. As he looked into the chamber beyond, he suddenly saw something appear on the wall that Groudon had 
been standing in front of. It had the appearance of a black vortex, and he recognized it, from one of the many texts he had studied, as a 
Distortion World portal. Suddenly, something seemed to appear in the vortex, and then it was expelled from the portal towards the barrier 
at high speed! Alakazam backed away, and watched as what he thought was a Honchkrow smashed into the shield and bounced off 
screeching, followed by a bright blue glowing object that emerged from the portal and smashed the Honchkrow back into the barrier, this 
time breaking it! The crystalline Honchkrow went flying past Team Meanies and went skidding across the ground. 


The glow encompassing the other object faded away to reveal a more definite shape, that of Hareta! However, he was much changed, yet 
still the same in some ways. He was surrounded by a bright blue aura, which surrounded him like a flame and gave off a very calming 
light. His eyes were also covered by this glow, and the hair under his hat had changed from the blue color that his head, arms, and legs 
were to a raven black, Charmander and Chikorita realizing that it must've changed colors back at Mt. Thunder, but it wasn't fully grown 
then, so they couldn't tell there was a difference. And underneath the aura surrounding him, his body was glowing a light blue, like it did 
the first time they encountered Faust near the Frosty Forest. 


After recovering from his landing, Faust immediately began to hover again and, enraged at Hareta tricking him, shouted in fury, "Shadow 
Storm!" Once again, a tornado made out of Shadow energy appeared and went towards Hareta. Instead of trying to dodge, Hareta dashed 
at a fast speed towards it, much to everyone's shock. As he neared it, he shouted, "Tsumugari!" as he held out his right hand. Suddenly, a 
blue sword, somewhat longer than Hareta himself, appeared in his hand, which he used to slice right through the Shadow Storm! As he 
slowed down, the appearance of the blade became more apparent. The blade was long and narrow, the hilt of the blade seemed to be 
connected to the handle by an orange ring that had three clouds on it, which seemed to be swirling in a circle, and the center of the handle 


was a round hole. Despite it being longer than Hareta himself, he was easily holding it in just one hand. 


Faust growled, "So you want to make this interesting, do you? Very well!" He then began to growl loudly, and suddenly, the ends of his 
wings sprouted large katar-like blades! He then flew up and went into a dive towards Hareta, who jumped onto the nearby wall, using it to 
jump back towards Groudon's chamber, soon followed by Faust. As soon as Faust entered the chamber, Hareta took Tsumugari in both 
hands and the two began a sword duel. The energy of Tsumugari shone brightly in the darkness of their battleground, while Faust's katars 
spread darkness wherever they made contact. Hareta did a Spin Attack, whirling around with Tsumugari, which seemed to leave a wave of 
energy as it spun around. Faust leapt away a fair distance to avoid being hit, then summoned a Shadow Chill, shooting a beam of Shadow 
ice that crystallized on its path to its target. Hareta leapt over it and used his aura to remain floating in the air. He placed Tsumugari on his 
back and brought his arms into a "C" shaped position. Quickly, an Aura Sphere began to form, due to him unleashing his aura and the 
Aura Overdrive. He then fired it at Faust, who was unable to break it with his attacks, causing him to be blown back into a wall. As it turns 
out, Aura was the only thing that could properly damage Faust in the state he was in. 


As the battle continued to range on at close and long range, everyone's eyes were fixated on the battle. They knew that it would take just 

one move to either win or lose it for either of them. As he watched, Gengar thought, "He shouldn't have to take on Faust all by himself. And 

I want a shot at him for threatening me!" He then slinked off into a wall, taking advantage of his Ghost-type abilities. Medicham and Ekans 
were the first to notice he was gone, and the others managed to pry their eyes from the battle to look around as well. 


Meanwhile, back on the battlefield, Faust tried to slice at Hareta, who jumped back from the blade. Faust took advantage of this to launch a 
Shadow Bolt. Hareta slammed Tsumugari into the ground and brought his hands up, concentrating the Aura around him into a shield that 
repelled the attack. Out of the corner of his eye, he could see Gengar sneak out of the wall behind Faust and hold up his hand. Hareta 
immediately caught on and pushed his hands forward, forcing the Shadow Bolt towards the ground creating an explosion that raised dust. 
He then removed Tsumugari to place it on his back, then dropped to one knee as he summoned as much Aura to him as he could. Faust 
saw this as the dust cleared, and realized Hareta was saving up for one last big attack, seeing as he was beginning to get worn out while 
Hareta was hardly winded at this point. "Not going to happen! Not now!" Faust growled. He flew up and angled the blades on his wings 
towards Hareta, then went into a dive with the blades in front of him, trying to take out Hareta while he was charging up. 


Before he could hit him, he suddenly was thrown off by a Night Shade! Faust turned to see that Gengar had struck him and was leaping to 
deliver another attack. Before he could, Faust got slightly above him and sent him flying towards the ground with a Shadow Break! 
"GENGAR!" everyone at the edge shouted. "You dare defy me? Then I'll destroy you first!" Faust growled, angered at the thought that a 
weakling would try to stand up to him. "You hit the wrong guy, Faust! Now watch the power of Aura!" Hareta shouted, in a slightly deeper 
tone than usual. Faust turned around to see Hareta right up in his face with his arms out in front and slightly apart from each other. "Aura 
Storm!" Hareta shouted, firing a large beam of Aura at Faust! The attack sent Faust flying into the ceiling, continuing to pound him with 
Aura energy. "NO! I never should have taken my eyes off of him!" Faust screamed in his mind. Eventually, the beam died down and Faust 
fell from the ceiling, feeling his body begin to fail him. As he fell, Hareta grabbed Tsumugari and, taking it in both hands, charged it with 
Aura energy and made a finishing blow on Faust, zooming above him and slamming down through him with the blade before pulling the 
sword out and landing back on the ground! That was it for Faust, as the energy caused his body to start turning black, starting with the 
lower part of his body. As his main body began to turn dark, he opened his eyes, full of hatred, and focused on Hareta who was beneath 
him, standing on the ground. He spoke, his voice seething with venom, "You will pay for this, Hareta! Mark my words! YOU... WILL... PAY!" 
Afterwards, the rest of his body turned black and suddenly exploded in a shower of Shadow energy. 


After Faust's energy dissipated, Hareta closed his eyes as the glow on his body shone brightly. When it faded, the aura and glow 
surrounding him had vanished, while his hair had returned to being blue. He then whispered, "Thank you, Tsumugari." The sword in his 
hand then vanished. He remained silent for a few moments as everyone then came over, congratulating Hareta on his victory. He soon 

smiled, though, then looked around and noticed Team Meanies was gone. "What happened to Team Meanies?" he asked. "Oh. I think they 

slipped away while that glow was encompassing you," Alakazam said. "Knowing them, they're probably up to whatever their old tricks are," 

Charizard said. "I doubt it. Not after what Gengar did," Hareta said, and his teammates agreed with him. "At any rate, we should probably 

get out of here now. That darkness is gone, but I don't think this is a good place to stay right now," Tyranitar suggested. Everyone agreed, 

and they began making their way back to the entrance. On the way, Alakazam used his Psychic powers to contact the Pelipper Post Office 
and tell them to let everyone know Hareta was found and that he was alright. 


Some ways away from Magma Cavern 


Team Meanies, having taken advantage of the glow that covered the chamber after Hareta defeated Faust to get away, finally stopped 
running to catch their breath. They ran because they didn't want to have to answer to Alakazam and force Team Go-Getters to stand up for 
them. So they decided to get away for now and leave that for another time. 


"Good thing we got out of there quick. Last thing I wanted us to go through after watching that fight was to listen to Alakazam hound us," 
Gengar sighed, rubbing some Oran Berry juice on the spot where Faust had hit him, trying to get it to heal a bit faster. "Yeah, but man was 
that an amazing battle! Never knew the kid had anything like that in him!" Ekans exclaimed, impressed. "Yeah, I'd have to agree with you. 
I wonder how he got to have whatever those abilities were. And that was some blade he used," Medicham agreed. "No doubt. But we'd 
better get away from here. They're bound to get out of there any minute, and Team ACT is probably not going to be happy when they see 
us. I'm feeling better, so let's get out of here," Gengar said. His teammates thought it was a good idea, so they headed back in the general 
direction of Pokémon Square. 


North of Pokémon Square, near the Cave Area 


A lone Lucario stood on the rocks near a cave entrance, his arms crossed over his chest as he faced the green plains. His eyes were closed, 
his Aura sensing abilities wandering far over the land as he searched. He had sensed a spike of Aura and Shadow energy somewhere, and 
had been trying to locate the source. He finally pinpointed the location, seeing that it was within the Magma Cavern. He then opened his 
eyes and gazed out across the plains as he said, "Hareta... You're still the strongest, buddy. Stay strong, so that we may see you again 
soon." He then looked skyward for a few moments, then leapt down from the rocks and returned to join his friends in the cave they were 
currently staying in. 


This one took a little while to get up because I had schoolwork to deal with. Next one might take a little while since I have a big writing 
project coming up, but I'll try to write when I have a chance. 
Some music I thought worked for this chapter: 
Feelings of Foreboding- Setting Sun (Okami) 
Faust's Speech- Distortion World (Pokémon Platinum) 


Battle in the Distortion World- Mephiles Phase 2 (Sonic the Hedgehog (2006)) 


The Guardian Emerges- Okami Shiranui (Okami) 
Guardian vs. Darkness- Solaris Phase 2 (Sonic the Hedgehog (2006)) 
Leaving Triumphant- Results (Sonic the Hedgehog (2006)) 


Sorry about the wait! Hope you enjoyed! 
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Several days have passed since the events that took place at Magma Cavern, and Team Go-Getters and Team ACT are just a short Share 
ways away from Pokemon Square. During this time, everyone noticed that Charmander and Chikorita had gotten a bit clingy towards 
Hareta, especially Chikorita. She always seemed to be right next to him, which had Hareta really confused on why she was doing it. Absol 
and Team ACT had a hunch that they knew why this was, but decided not to mention anything on the matter to anyone. They made good 
time getting through Lapis Cave and the surrounding areas, and soon found themselves at the crossroads just outside of Pokemon Square. 


Meanwhile, in Pokemon Square... 


"Are Team Go-Getters and Team ACT almost here yet?" Lombre asked. Pikachu, who was standing next to the counter of the Felicity Bank, 
called, "There they are! Here they come now!" Everyone who had gathered near him looked as well, and Octillery said, "It's true, darlings!" 
Lombre nodded and said, "Let's go!" The group walked into the town center, along with the other Pokemon in town and the other Rescue 
Teams as Team Go-Getters entered with Team ACT right behind them. 


"Great work! Good job, Hareta!" Shiftry exclaimed. "We all took care of Groudon, but you took care of that Faust guy?" Golem asked. 
"Darlings, it's fantastic! You have won me over, let me tell you!" Octillery said, which made Chikorita a bit jealous, since she didn't know 
what Octillery meant by that. "Whoa, hey! Wait a second! Did Pelipper really tell everyone about Hareta's battle with Faust already?" 
Charmander asked. "Yeah! He said Alakazam said we could all return, then he spread an extra edition of Pokemon News with all of the 
details," Pichu said. "You're full of surprises, Hareta, and your team as a whole became much stronger than I expected!" Shiftry said. 
"You've got a lot to be proud of, kids!" Golem said. "You lot did great! Why don't we team up sometime for a tough mission? Ga ha ha ha!" 
Blastoise laughed, sincerely meaning what he said though. "You've earned everyone's respect now. Team Go-Getters is truly a first-class 
Rescue Team. You can take pride in that, Hareta, Charmander, Chikorita, Smeargle, and Absol!" Alakazam said. They knew he was right, 
but each of them also knew not to let that get to their heads... Too much! "Never would've thought that a demon could be taken down by 
such a little guy though! Ga ha ha ha!" Blastoise laughed wholeheartedly, and everyone echoed it. 


Suddenly, a strange light seemed to flash in the square, causing Lombre to ask, "Huh? What was that? I thought I heard a voice for just a 
moment... Did I maybe imagine it?" Everyone looked around, then suddenly they saw it again, and Raichu said, "No. I heard it too." 
Octillery nodded and added, "Me too. Even now, I can hear it..." Golem asked, "Someone talking to us? Can't say..." Everyone looked 

around some more until it flashed again and Charmander said, "Wait... This voice... I know I've heard it somewhere before." His 
teammates listened carefully too, and then Chikorita said, "You're right! Back on the Hill of the Ancients!" Hareta concluded, "It's Xatu 
talking!" Alakazam said, "Xatu? That's it! Xatu is calling out to us by using telepathy!" 


With the next flash, everyone could hear Xatu clearly. He spoke, "To all Pokemon! Calling all Pokemon! Terrible, it is! From the sky... Falls a 
star... From the sky! Comes a star! It is enormous! A giant of a star! The star, it falls. Straight to us." At the Hill of the Ancients, he gazed 
skyward, where the fiery, glowing ball that was the star was streaking towards the ground from space! "Disasters in nature... There have 

been many... The balance of the world, it has been upset... All because of the star. The star that comes slowly closer, summoned by the 
Shadow creation. If it continues on its course... It will crash through the atmosphere, into this world. It shall be terrible. Something must 
be done..." 


Back at Pokemon Square, Alakazam spoke, "Tell us, Xatu. Is it possible to stop the falling star? Xatu was silent for a moment, as if 
considering, then spoke, "There is a way. To prevent the collision, there is but one solution. You must ask Rayquaza." Blastoise asked, 
"Rayquaza? What might that be?" Xatu spoke, "A Pokemon that lives far above us in the sky. A Legendary, it is. Rayquaza must be asked 
to destroy the star from the sky. However... Far, far up in the sky, in the ozone layer, lives Rayquaza. Known by few and seen by none." 
Alakazam spoke, "The sky... How are we to go there?" Xatu replied, "Alakazam and I amplify our Teleport together. To send Pokemon to the 
sky. However... It is a world above the clouds. What will become of the Pokemon sent to the sky? Even I cannot guess." 


Hareta spoke up, "Then we'll go! We'll do it!" Charmander, Chikorita, Absol, and Smeargle backed up his answer affirmatively. Team ACT 
seemed surprised by this, even though they expected it, and Alakazam said, "I also... I mean, I thought there would be others, but you... 
But... Are you sure? There's no telling what would await you in the world above the clouds." Charmander spoke, "Anyone would expect 
there to be danger! But it's my wish that all Pokemon can live in peace." Xatu spoke, "Team Go-Getters. Do you hear? Discuss we will, 
Alakazam and I, about how our Teleport can amplified. Departure, it is tomorrow. Rest you should until then. Last word. Dangerous will be 
your adventure, but fail you must not. Surpass yourselves." Chikorita said, "No problem! We'll be fine! We'll get it done, right guys?" Her 
teammates agreed completely with her. "Very well. I will set out to confer with Xatu. You leave tomorrow morning. Prepare for your 
journey before then," Alakazam explained. Alakazam then collected some supplies, then set out for the Great Canyon and the Hill of the 
Ancients. 


While Alakazam began making his way out of the village and towards the desert plains near the canyon, Team Go-Getters spent the rest of 
the day getting any supplies they needed and putting away any extra or unneeded supplies in storage. Throughout the day, all the 
Pokemon that were in the square made sure to wish them luck in their journey above the clouds. By early evening, they had collected 
everything they thought they were going to need and had their best attacks ready for anything. They split up for the night, each going to 
get a good night's sleep so they would be prepared to leave early tomorrow. 


Later that night, at Team Go-Getters Rescue Team Base... 


Hareta was sleeping on the familiar rock in the Rescue Team Base, however, something seemed to be wrong. He was slightly balled up on 
his side, his face seeming to be scrunched in pain. 


Hareta's subconscious 


"...Urgggh... I feel horrible..." In his mind, Hareta was floating in a space similar to his other dreams, but the colors were an eerie purple 
and black color. "This is a dream... Right...? But why? Why does it hurt so bad...? This has... Never happened before..." 


Inside the base 


A small, purple mist hovered slightly above Hareta, containing an all too familiar presence. "How do you enjoy it, Hareta? Do you like my 
Nightmare?" it spoke, with the same voice as Faust! "It's so delightful, watching you squirm in pain! Still, I wonder why you became a 
Pokemon in the first place... No matter. It doesn't matter to me what you are. I'll make you and all others pay for defying me!" Faust 

continued to replace the dream within Hareta's mind with horrible sensations, when suddenly he began to sense something. As he looked 

around the base, a bright light began to form near the roof. "Argh! I can't stand that light! Aaaaaaaah!" he screamed. The purple mist then 
dispersed as the light situated itself over Hareta, who began to relax and sleep on his back now that Faust was gone, the pain leaving him. 


Hareta's dream 


Hareta opened his eyes to find himself floating amongst the familiar flashing green colors. As he looked, a small landscape began to form 
around him. A small strip of land with grass covered with stones began to from under him, serving as a place for him to stand. In front of 
him, water began to form, creating a small spring. And around the spring, rocks began to rise up, a cave entrance appearing behind Hareta 
and what seemed to be a bridge forming above him on the opposite side. He remembered this place as the Sendoff Spring. 


Hareta sat down at the water's edge and looked around a bit before asking, "Gardevoir?" Soon, she materialized, sitting right next to him. 
"Gardevoir... Can you tell me now? How I came to be here?" he asked. She replied, "Yes. The time has come. Why have you come here? I 
will tell you everything." 


She took a moment to compose her thoughts, then turned to him and spoke, "Hareta, you have... Come to save this world." He let this 
sink in a moment before asking, "I came to save this world?" Gardevoir nodded and said, "Yes. Some time ago, we learned that a great evil 
would eventually return and drive this world to extinction. And so we sought a hero. But though we searched, nowhere could we find one 
who would be worthy enough to take up such a burden. We were becoming discouraged... When Ninetales suggested someone she knew to 
be chosen as our hero. A human who had fought the darkness before. Hareta... You were the human she asked to be our hero." 


Hareta looked dumbfounded for a second, then cried, "Whoa, wait a second! Me? A hero? I may be like an Aura Guardian, but surely I'm 
not that special?" Gardevoir smiled and said, "Yes. That is what you said when I first met you. You said that there had to be others who 
would be better to be our hero. Because you were still learning, you said you were not strong enough. But it was not power for mere 
display that we sought. And that was not the reason Ninetales suggested you. She asked for you because we were searching for one with 
true courage. She knew you truly possessed courage, Aura abilities or no." 


Hareta said, "True courage...? That... I don't think that's what I have. Something more like stubbornness is probably closer to the truth." 
Gardevoir smiled again and said, "You also said that after we met. After we talked some, you then asked this. You asked that we put you to 
the test, in order to see whether you were worthy to be our hero or not. And only if you were found to be truly worthy were you be able to 

truly regain your Aura abilities and have the truth be told. In order to fulfill your role, to start over again in order to prove yourself, 
Ninetales eventually was sent out and came to you. As per your request, she locked away your human memories, including your name, 
which would be the key to unlocking them. And you became a Pokemon of your own will to fight alongside your friends, to start all over 
again and prove your true self. That is how you came to be in this world." 


Hareta was amazed by this, asking, "I... I did that?" Gardevoir nodded and said, "Your courage has been proven. Without question, you 
bear the title of guardian of the world and the role of saving the world. And that role... Is soon coming to its end." Hareta asked, "You 
mean stopping the meteor from crashing into this world? That's my role?" Gardevoir said, "Yes. And when that is done, you can return 

home to your world." Hareta thought about this, seeing that he would go back to being a human again. Then he realized something and 

said, "But, that means..." Gardevoir said, "Yes. It means you will be parting ways with Charmander and Chikorita." Hareta looked at 
Gardevoir sadly and asked, "Do I really have to leave?" Gardevoir looked down at Hareta and said, "They both feel great kinship with you, 
Hareta. And perhaps something beyond that. So, if you were to leave, they would be heartbroken... But there is nothing that can be done. 
Because there are encounters, there must also be farewells... I myself once had a friend who was beyond value to me. Truly, I cherished 
our friendship... But my friend has gone away. It fills me with sadness still, losing my friend... But... Iam sure... We will meet again 
someday." 


Suddenly, there was a flash across Hareta's vision, and he began to look around surprised. He then turned back to Gardevoir and asked, 
"What was that?" Gardevoir thought a moment, then said, "It appears someone was looking into your dream. But it was only for a 
moment. It is fine. All that remains in this dream is a feeling of sadness... That Pokemon... I think ran off crying..." Gardevoir looked to the 
dream sky as a flash began to appear over the dreamscape and said, "It will be morning soon. Au revoir." She then faded away, leaving 
Hareta alone to ponder her words as he looked into the spring water, seeing his true form reflected within. He kept thinking until the 
dream began to fade to black and he closed his eyes... 


Team Go-Getters' Team Base 


Hareta awoke as the sun began to beam down through the windows of the base. It took a little while to raise himself up to a sitting 
position, remembering his dream from last night and what he had learned. He felt sad about what he had uncovered, though he ultimately 
resolved not to tell Charmander, Chikorita, or anyone else, as he didn't want them to be sad too. After getting up, he went to get the 
toolbox and his personal items, then headed out the door. As he stretched a bit in the morning sun, Charmander, Chikorita, and Absol came 
up the path. 


"Good morning, Hareta! Did you sleep well?" Charmander asked, to which Hareta nodded, quietly, but still making it seem like he had 
nothing on his mind. "Then this is it! We're off to the Great Canyon to be explorers of the sky!" Chikorita chimed. Absol spoke, "Before we 
go, let's make sure we haven't forgotten anything. Open the toolbox, Hareta." Hareta did as he was told and Absol made a thorough check 

of the supplies within. They had stocked up on Oran, Pecha, Cheri, Rawst, and Sitrus Berries, Reviver Seeds, Iron Thorns, Silver Spikes, 
and Max Elixirs. With this check, Absol decided that they would be fine, so they set out for the Great Canyon. 


Later, at the Great Canyon... 


After crossing the desert plains, Team Go-Getters made their way through the Great Canyon quickly. Having come back several times after 
returning from Mt. Freeze, they now knew the best spots to climb the canyon in the shortest amount of time. Soon, they found themselves 
back atop the Hill of the Ancients, where Alakazam and Xatu were waiting. 


Alakazam turned around as he heard the team approach and said, "Ah, good of you to come so soon." Suddenly, Xatu let out a 
"Kwaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaah!" This made Hareta and the others jump a bit. "What's going on? What is Xatu doing?" Absol asked. "It is 
almost ready. The Teleport Gem..." Alakazam said. "Teleport Gem?" Charmander asked. After another screech, something began to form in 
just above Xatu, gathering energy then floating down to rest in his wings. He turned around and said, "It is made. This... This is the 
Teleport Gem. This will deliver the four of you to the world of the sky. Accept, Hareta!" Hareta stepped forward and took the gem when 
Xatu handed it to him. He looked at it, noting that it looked like an emerald, except for the glow it was giving off, making it seem like it was 
a gem of unlimited power. Holding it in his left hand, he stepped back a bit. 


"That was made using the power of psychics," Xatu began. "By me, Alakazam, and... Oh?" Xatu stopped to look around, then said, "A 
Ghost-type Pokemon. We received help from it. ...Gone away, it seems..." Chikorita looked at Alakazam and asked, "Who could it be?" 
Alakazam laughed and said, "I'm sure it's just bashful. Let it be." He then put on a serious face and said, "Now... I must ask you this one 
last time. This journey will be fraught with considerable danger. Will you still go?" Charmander nodded and said, "Of course we will! Only 
Rayquaza can destroy that falling star, right? If that will bring peace, I know I'll give my life for it! That's my wish." His teammates couldn't 
help but agree with him. 


After agreeing, Hareta looked off to the side and thought, "Yes... And when that wish comes true... So will what Gardevoir said..." With his 
right hand, Hareta pulled out his team badge, remembering the three times they were promoted, finally reaching Gold Rank before they 
went to Magma Cavern not that long ago. He could still remember many of their missions fondly, glad to be working alongside his friends 
helping Pokemon. And now it was coming to an end. Closing his eyes a moment after putting the badge away, Hareta thought, "This will be 
my last adventure... With Charmander and Chikorita..." He then opened his eyes and raised his head, his eyes now filled with resolve. 


Charmander turned to Hareta and said, "Hareta! Let's get this done!" Hareta nodded, and his teammates gathered around him. "We're 
counting on you! Go forth and do not falter, no matter how bleak it looks!" Alakazam said. Hareta then held the Teleport Gem in his left 
hand up, and it began to glow brightly. Soon, the glow encompassed the four members, and then vanished along with them. Alakazam and 
Xatu turned back to the sky, and, in his mind, Alakazam whispered, "Our hopes ride on you now, Team Go-Getters. Be brave, and come 
back in one piece." 


Meanwhile, out of sight on the Hill of the Ancients, a familiar Ghost-type was also looking to the sky. ¥ don't want him to go. He's going to 
leave behind so many friends, and we're all going to be hurt by the fact that he's doing his duty. But... I know he has more resolve than I 
ever had. I just hope I can see him one last time before he leaves. I would like to know if he thinks of me as a friend too." With that, 
Gengar quietly left the Hill of the Ancients, not wanting Alakazam or Xatu to know he was there. 

Looks like the end is near. Can Team Go-Getters stop the meteor from crashing, or is there no hope for the world? Find out next time! 
Music: 


Everyone's Respect- Pokemon Square (PMD: Red/Blue Rescue Team) 


Truth Behind the Disasters- Meteor (Don't know the name of this song; it plays when Xatu talks about the meteor and before leaving for 
the Sky Tower) (PMD: Red/Blue Rescue Team) 


Undying Evil- Seymour's Ambition (Final Fantasy X) 
Gardevoir Reveals the Truth- Sheik's Theme (The Legend of Zelda: Ocarina of Time) 
Off to the Sky!- Heroic (Pokemon XD: Gale of Darkness) 


Peace out, y'all! 
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I'm aware that this chapter is pretty short. But I didn't really want to extend it with a bunch of detail on everything that happened. Share 
I hope you understand and can enjoy it anyway. 


High up in the sky 


Atop a bed of clouds, all was quiet. Suddenly, a white light appeared above these clouds, fading away to reveal Team Go-Getters. Although 
they were held up a second by the Teleport Gem's power, they soon began to fall! Soon, they all landed on the clouds a little 
uncomfortably, groaning at the sudden landing. 


"Ow... Did I do something wrong with that gem?" Hareta groaned, rubbing his head. "I don't think so. I believe it was supposed to just 
teleport us. I don't think they exactly knew where the tower was, so they tried to be safe," Absol said, stretching a bit. Charmander sat up 
and, looking around, asked, "Where are we? Are we at the tower?" Everyone stood up and looked around, Hareta suddenly saying, "Wow! 
This is cool! We're standing on clouds!" He then knelt down, feeling the clouds with his hands. They felt all puffy and soft, yet they didn't 

give way when they were standing on them. 


Chikorita suddenly noticed a gap in the middle of a cloud floating next to them and looked up. Her eyes widened and she said, "Hey guys! 
Look up there!" Everyone looked where she was looking and saw a large tower composed entirely of clouds. It almost looked like the 
funnel of a tornado was frozen in place, since they could see some smaller clouds around certain parts. "Xatu said that Rayquaza lives up 
at the top of this tower. It's going to be a long climb, but let's do our best, team!" Charmander said. Everyone nodded in agreement, then 
walked through the hole to begin climbing the tower. 


Walking across the clouds that made up the floor of the tower, Team Go-Getters began to climb the winding spiral, noting that there was a 
lot more room in the winding path than would normally be found in a tower, which gave them more room to battle in. Occasionally, they 
were splattered with rain, had the sun shine brightly down on them, or were pelted with hail. As they climbed, they came across a variety 
of Pokemon, even some that probably shouldn't be living this high up in the sky, such as a group of Forretress, a swarm of Venomoth, and 
a rather explosive Koffing. Still, they encountered some sky Pokemon as well, such as a quick Altaria, a Scizor that tried to slash Chikorita 
into a gap in the floor but was stopped by her and her teammates, and quite a few Aerodactyl, which were quite tricky to deal with due to 
them being so fast and such good fighters at all distances. They also had a few less tricky encounters, such as dealing with a Flygon, a 
Tropius that attacked quickly thanks to the sun shining down through an open area of the tower, and dealing with Ghost-types that like to 
sneak up on them through the walls and with their silent footsteps. Still, in spite of these challenges and the slowly decreasing oxygen 
levels, the four explorers trudged bravely onward. 


Just as they were about to reach a room with a Kangaskhan Rock in it, they were suddenly ambushed by a Monster House! It contained 
mostly Ghost and Psychic-type Pokemon, such as Dusclops, Shuppet, Lunatone, and Solrock, as well as some Bug-type Pokemon like 
Masquerain and Ledian. "We are the protectors of this tower! If you seek to go after the tower's protector, Rayquaza, then you must get 
past us first!" A Scizor shouted. Team Go-Getters prepared for a fight, but before it could begin, both Hareta and Absol sensed that time 
was running out. The meteor was starting to get close, which meant they didn't have any time to waste battling the Pokemon. However, 
they weren't about to let them get past without a fight. So Absol took matters into his own paws and used a Razor Wind to force the 
Pokemon blocking the way to scatter. They then ran for the path to the Kangaskhan Rock, hoping to get to the room before the Pokemon 
could stop them, but they were gaining too fast and grabbed Absol! "Absol!" Hareta cried, turning around, along with Charmander and 
Chikorita to help him. However, he used Night Slash to create a gap in the clouds between him and the trio. "Go! There's no time to deal 
with all of them! I'll deal with them as best as I'm able, then join you!" he shouted, knocking the Pokemon that grabbed him off and 
turning around to battle them. Hareta wanted to go help him, but Charmander grabbed his scarf, telling him not to waste the time Absol 
gave them, and that Absol would want them to get to the peak. "You're right, Charmander. I'm not fond of leaving Absol behind to fend for 
himself in a Monster House... But you're right!" And with that, they continued up the winding spiral, stopping briefly to catch their breath at 
the Kangaskhan Rock before moving on. 


Now that they had reached the summit of the tower, the spiral emptied out into a series of rooms on each floor, with stairs made out of 
clouds allowing them to move from one floor to the next. The rooms were either moderate sized and had a few walkways allowing them to 
move between them and find the stairs, or they were maze-like, as there would be long passages needing to be followed that could empty 

out into a room depending on the way they had chosen to go. As they climbed steadily higher, the few Pokemon they encountered were 

mostly Aerodactyl, Tropius, and Flygon, similar to the ones they had encountered on the lower levels, though on a few of the floors, they 
came across a Metagross, a Claydol, and a Salamence as well. Soon, they began to feel a breeze whenever they were getting close to the 
stairs, indicating the peak was very close. They were able to feel it easily, since the weather wasn't as erratic now that they were above 
the clouds. On the last floor, they found an exit instead of a staircase, which led out to a walkway that was connected to a staircase that 
wrapped around part of the tower. From here, they could see nearly the whole world beneath the tower. But they didn't have time to 
admire the view, especially since when they looked up, they could see a red blot in the sky steadily coming closer. So they hurried up the 
stairs, finding themselves at the flat area that was the Sky Tower peak. 


"Is this it? The top floor?" Charmander wondered as everyone looked around. Suddenly, there was a flash of light and somebody roared, 
"Who goes there? Who dares to trespass upon my airspace?" Everyone looked around a moment, then Hareta said, "That voice... It's gotta 
be Rayquaza!" The voice spoke again, "Indeed I am. The sky is my domain. Now depart at once!" Chikorita protested, "But we don't have 
time for that or to argue. We came here because we need your help!" Rayquaza growled, "Never!" Another flash of light appeared, followed 


by a cry as Rayquaza descended to their view, his green, snake-like dragon form hovering just above the ground. "I am a being of the sky, 

and you are but denizens of the ground. To each is a world that is destined as their own! Ever since I calmed Groudon and Kyogre, never 

once I have descended to the ground! And the opposite shall also hold true! Let there be no mercy for those that defy the laws of nature! 
Prepare for the end!" 


With no choice to calm Rayquaza but to battle him, Team Go-Getters leapt in, preparing to use full force to stop him. Rayquaza led off with 
a Dragon Dance, increasing his speed and attack power. This made it hard to hit him, even with Chikorita's Magical Leaf. Thanks to his long 
serpentine body, Rayquaza could use his own body to his advantage to confuse them. Both sides attacked with powerful moves, Team Go- 
Getters using their best and most effective moves against the dragon, while all of Rayquaza's attacks were powerful already. At one point, 
Rayquaza managed to knock Hareta down and was about to come at him with a Dragon Claw when he was hit by a Razor Wind! It came 
from Absol, who looked like he had been in quite a fight with the Monster House, but still able to battle. The battle continued much the 
same way until Hareta suddenly let out a loud yell. Everyone turned to see what was up, and saw that he was unleashing his Aura again, 
as the blue flame began to surround him again and his hair turned raven black. Opening his now glowing blue eyes, he held out his left 
arm towards Absol, whose injuries were suddenly completely healed in the blink of an eye! Rayquaza was surprised, but managed to snap 
back to reality as he saw Hareta running towards him at a fast speed. He flew up when Hareta jumped towards him, suspecting that he 
was going to use a Tackle attack, but Hareta stopped in midair, hovering, and instead launched an Ice Beam that was laced with Aura 
energy! This evidently increased its power, as it caused a good section of Rayquaza's body to freeze, which, combined with the cold air, 
began to slow him down. Hareta then dropped to the ground, where he dropped to one knee and closed his eyes as he began to focus. 
Suddenly, Charmander, Chikorita, and Absol began to feel his Aura filling them, giving them more strength. Chikorita quickly charged up a 
Solarbeam, due to the abundance of sun, and fired it at Rayquaza, noting that it was also laced with Aura energy. The explosion caused 
Rayquaza to be thrown back a bit, which allowed Charmander to strike with a Metal Claw, leaving a big impact due to the new power it was 
laced with. Absol then finished up by launching a powered up Thunderbolt at Rayquaza. After this, Hareta opened his eyes and recalled his 
Aura, the flame vanishing and his hair becoming blue again, while Rayquaza slumped down on the ground, seeming to have been 
defeated. 


As Hareta, Charmander, Chikorita, and Absol looked at the slumping dragon, he suddenly let out a roar, indicating that he was not beat 
yet, and attempted to make a lunge at the team when suddenly the whole tower began to shake! "Wh-what? An earthquake?" Charmander 
exclaimed. "That can't be! We're on top of clouds!" Chikorita added. Rayquaza remained silent for a moment, then said, "These are shock 
waves! And they're huge!" Hareta realized what this meant and said, "That's right! I've got it!" He then looked and pointed up, shouting 
"Rayquaza, look up there!" Rayquaza looked where Hareta was pointing, only to see a large flaming object streaking through the ozone 
layer and coming at them at an incredible speed! "What is that?" he cried. "It's a shooting star! And it's enormous! If it continues on its 
path, it's going to destroy the world!" Absol explained. "That's why we came, Rayquaza. Please, destroy the falling star!" Charmander 
shouted. Rayquaza looked down at them and said, "So that is why..." Chikorita nodded and said, "Yes! Please, hurry and destroy it!" 
Rayquaza contemplated a moment, then said, "I will attempt to. But before I do, I need to know your resolve. As it stands, the star has 
gotten too close to the tower. I'm sure I will be able to destroy it with my Hyper Beam, but if I do, then you would not escape unscathed!" 
Hareta said, "So? We came here accepting that was going to happen! As long as the world would be saved!" Rayquaza nodded and said, 
"Well put!" He then began to gather energy in his mouth, charging up his Hyper Beam. Before unleashing it, he said, "Take charge of your 
destiny!" He then pointed his head straight up and unleashed his Hyper Beam attack, impacting the front of the star. It began to tremble 
violently as the beam continued to impact it. 


After a few seconds of this, a bright light flashed across Team Go-Getters' vision as the star exploded. The flash from the explosion could 
be seen for miles back on the ground, some Pokemon wondering if the apocalypse was upon them. Everyone who thought this was sure 
that anyone who was near the blast couldn't have survived... 


Is this really the end of Team Go-Getters? Has the shooting star been destroyed? And if they they survived and saved the world, what will 
happen to Hareta? Find out next time! 


Music: 
Tower in the Clouds- Sky Tower (PMD: Red/Blue Rescue Team), Temporal Tower (PMD: EoT/EoD/EoS) 
Separation- Sacrifice (PMD: EoT/EoD/EoS) 
Running out of Time- Sky Tower Peak (PMD: Red/Blue Rescue Team), Hidden Highland (PMD: EoT/EoD/EoS) 
The Green Dragon Strikes- Primal Dialga (PMD: EoT/EoD/EoS), Seymour Omnis (Final Fantasy X) 


The End...?- Hero (Chad Kroeger) (For anyone who hasn't heard this before, be warned that while it contains no profanity, some of the 
lyrics might be a bit strong for younger minds.) 
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Hareta opened his eyes, only to find himself floating in a space filled with stars, their lights twinkling all around him. "This... I Share 
remember this place. Right... It's just like back at the Spear Pillar... A massive explosion resulted from everyone attacking Dialga and 
Palkia, and somehow, I woke up to see Dialga and Palkia had been calmed before I actually woke up. But... This means... The star's 
explosion swallowed me... And now I'm drifting as a spirit again... What's going to happen now...?" Hareta wondered to himself, looking at 
the innumerable stars all around him. 


Suddenly, a dark purple, almost midnight black, cloud materialized a short distance away from him. Even though the mist had no 
recognizable shape, Hareta knew very well who it was. "Faust. I'd know it's you anywhere," he said. "That's right, Hareta! So much for 
wanting to see everyone again! All it took was a massive explosion to put you down! I'd be heartbroken... If I had a heart!" Faust sneered. 
"That's a lot better than you, pal! If you were caught in an explosion that big, it'd be weeks before you could even become what you are 
again!" Hareta retorted. "Oh really? Well wise guy, now that you're just a free floating spirit, I can do whatever I want with you, then use 
your body as a new vessel! And I'll make sure everyone believes you've really gone bad! But first, I'm sealing your spirit away the same 
way that I was sealed!" Faust growled. 


The cloud that composed Faust floated over to Hareta and began to force his body to move through the starry space. Even though he 
wasn't hurting Hareta, it still felt like a strain for Hareta to be moving like this. "Ah... The blast really weakened me... I can't resist his 
manipulation like this... But what else can I do?" Hareta thought to himself. 


After a few seconds of dragging Hareta, Faust suddenly stopped at the sound of a voice calling, "Hold it right there, pal!" The voice 
sounded familiar to Hareta, so he tried to see if he could locate the owner. Faust, meanwhile, was floating just above Hareta, looking like 
he was just floating there, when he was actually looking around for the intruder. "Who dares to tell me what to do?" he growled. "I dare!" 

the voice said, and they both looked to see that Gengar had appeared amongst the stars near them! 


"Oh look. It's the little coward who abandoned his friend and believes that he can actually win back people's favor if he helps someone he 
can't compare to," Faust said drily. "I may be a coward, puff, but not as big a coward as you are. And I know nobody's ever going to 
forgive me for what I've done, but I can at least show them I'm not all bad. So leave Hareta alone and go dissipate somewhere before I 
really let you have it this time!" Gengar angrily replied. "Oh yeah? What are you going to do, huh?" Faust yelled. "This! Thunderbolt!" 
Gengar shouted, unleashing a blast of electricity from his body. Due to his cloud-like nature, the molecules holding Faust together collected 
the electricity and he became similar to a thunder cloud. The only difference is that this wasn't very good for Faust, as the electricity began 
to shock him badly, due to both still being weakened and being unable to protect himself in this state. As the pain became too much to 
bear, he began to shrink away until the cloud vanished completely. 


"Nice going, Gengar. I was getting sick of him the moment he appeared," Hareta said. "Well, that makes two of us, I guess," Gengar said, 
floating over to Hareta and righting him so he looked like he was sitting. They floated in silence a moment before Hareta said, "Thanks for 
saving me, Gengar. But how did you know where to find me?" Gengar grinned and said, "Hey, I'm a Ghost-type, remember? If I know 
there's a free floating spirit out there, I'm on it like a fat kid on a cupcake!" Hareta was trying his hardest to hold back his laughter at this 
but couldn't and turned over laughing. After he righted himself, Gengar continued, "Besides, I knew something was up last night when I 
was... In the area of your Team Base. He's not very good at hiding his presence it would seem. So I kept alert just in case he decided to 
try anything to you. No way you're going to get beat by a total coward like that. Sure, I'm a coward too, but not a big enough one to send 
a Legendary Pokemon out to weaken you before stepping in myself. Me and my team at least had the guts to confront you and your friends 
face to face." Hareta looked at him and said, "Yeah, that was one really fun battle we had back then!" He then looked at Gengar seriously 
and said, "But he's wrong about saying that you're a coward, Gengar." At the Ghost-type's questioning look, Hareta said, "I don't know 
what he meant about you abandoning a friend, but I know that deep down, you're a really nice guy who's conflicted. And you're also my 
friend. That's all that matters, as far as I'm concerned." Gengar's eyes went wide as he thought, "He called me 'friend!' He really thinks 
there's a bond between us? I can't believe it!" 


Gengar shook himself a moment, then said, "You know, I didn't tell you this because I wanted to talk to you a minute, but I'm sure 
everyone is really worried about you. I can help you get back to your body if you want. You know, so everyone knows you're alright." 
Hareta replied, "Really? That's so nice of you!" He then floated over to Gengar and hugged the Ghost-type's midsection, saying, "Thank 
you, Gengar! Thank you so much!" Gengar was surprised by the hug, though it was nice to know that Hareta really did trust him. Blushing 
a bit, he placed his right arm on Hareta's shell, returning the hug, and said, "Uh... Don't mention it." He then released Hareta and, holding 
him with Confusion, began to send him back. Hareta waved as he began to vanish, saying, "Bye, Gengar! Be seeing ya!" Soon, he faded 
completely from view, Gengar looking at where he had been floating a moment before. After a minute, he turned around and decided to 
head back to the physical realm as well. As he walked, he thought, "I hope so. I'm gonna miss you almost as much as Charmander and 
Chikorita are going to..." 


A bright light appeared in Hareta's vision. Then suddenly... 


"...Hey. ...Hey, can you hear... Snap out of it!" a voice said. Hareta recognized it as Alakazam. As he began to wake up, Hareta could feel 
the ground beneath him. "..Huh...? Is this... The Hill of the Ancients?" He began to stir, as did Charmander, Chikorita, and Absol, who were 
laying next to him. Soon, they all woke up and began to clear the cobwebs from their heads. "Ah! You've all regained consciousness!" 
Alakazam said, and everyone around them cheered. As they did, Hareta thought, "Thanks, Gengar. I knew you weren't such a bad egg 
after all." Charmander looked at him and noticed his distant look and wondered, "I wonder... Did Gengar help all of us get back?" 


Everyone gathered around, Lombre cheering, "Awesome, you're alive! You really had all of us worried!" Octillery added, "You were just 
incredible!" Pichu cried, "Snivel... I'm so glad you're all okay! It's fantastic!" Charmander looked around and said, "Everyone... Thank you." 
Absol asked, "But what of the star? What happened to it?" Everyone heard the familiar ear-piercing caw of Xatu and turned to him as he 
turned around. "Fear not! The star is no more. Though it will not be right away... The unusual disasters shall soon be calmed," Xatu 
explained. "Really!" Chikorita exclaimed. Turning to her friends, she said, "Then everything worked out guys! We did it! We've won peace!" 


And Chikorita's statement could not be more accurate. From the Pokemon that were still in Pokemon Square at the moment to the frozen 
confines of Frost Village, Frosty Forest, and Mt. Freeze, all the Pokemon around the world could feel that peace had truly come to the 
world. No longer would they have to live in fear of unusual natural disasters. Life would soon be back to the way it was before the disasters 
began to occur. 


"Yippee! This is the greatest!" Snubbull cheered. "This calls for a celebration!" Tyranitar agreed. "Let me shoot my Hydro Pump to kick 
things off!" Blastoise said, the shoulders on his shell opening to bring out his water cannons. Lombre panicked when he saw they were 
pointing towards him and cried, "Whoa, hold on a minute there! Don't point those things at me! Shoot them the other way! The other 
way!" Shiftry grinned and said, "Don't listen to him!" Charizard, also grinning, said, "Yeah, just let it loose, Blastoise!" Everyone laughed at 
that. "Y-you've got to be kidding me!" Lombre cried, backing away without noticing that Octillery was sneaking up behind him. Once he 
backed into her, Octillery grabbed him with her tentacles and said, "I'll secure him so he can't get away!" Alakazam smiled and said, "Oh? 
Good idea!" At that, everyone except Hareta began to crowd around Lombre to hold him in place so Blastoise would have a sure target. 
"You can't be serious! No! Don't!" Lombre pleaded while everyone laughed in good fun. 


Hareta smiled as he watched this, glad that everyone could be happy without having to worry about natural disasters. He wanted to join in 
on the fun, but he couldn't forget what Gardevoir had said. So he looked on with a face that seemed to be one of fond remembrance, as if 
trying to make sure he could capture the moment in his head forever. 


Suddenly, a familiar voice whispered, "Hareta..." He turned to his right and saw Gardevoir appear in front of him. "We owe everything to 
you, Hareta. You and all of your friends. Peace has once again returned to our world. Thank you for everything. And now... Hareta, your 
role here has come to an end. It's time to return to your world now. It is time to bid farewell..." Hareta looked up at her, desperate, and 
asked, "You mean... I have to leave right now?" Suddenly, he felt something strange on his body and looked down to see a glowing spot on 
the middle of his shell's soft section. Gardevoir, sadness on her face and tears in her eyes, said, "Hareta... I am so sorry for this... To 
everyone... Please bid farewell..." With that, she vanished from sight. Hareta dropped to his hands and knees, overcome with sadness, the 
spot on his stomach releasing a small trail of light that went around him, occasionally trying to get back into the spot with no success, soon 
followed by a second. He could also feel himself beginning to change as well. 


After Hareta managed to force himself to stand up, Pikachu turned around to see why he hadn't joined in and was surprised at the two light 
streams that were circling him. "Oh? Hareta? What's swirling around you?" Pikachu asked, worried. His question caught everyone's 
attention, Hareta turning his tear-stained face to face everyone, while everyone turned to him. The way he was standing, everybody got a 
good view of the glowing hole on his shell. Charmander exclaimed, "Hareta...! Your body... What's wrong?" Suddenly, a bright light 
engulfed Hareta, and when it faded, he was a glowing blue crystalline-like version of his human form, the spot on his stomach still visible 
with the streams of light still swirling. His Pecha Scarf, no longer fitting his neck, floated down to his feet as he slumped to his knees. He 
still had his hat, regular scarf, and bracelet on though. 


He looked up, his tears appearing brighter than the rest of his slightly translucent body, and said, "Charmander, Chikorita, Absol, 
everyone... I'm sorry, but I have to leave." This, as expected, sent a large shock through everyone, causing them to voice their disbelief. 
"Everyone... Thank you for everything all this time..." Hareta said, his eyes falling on the ground again. Chikorita asked, "Leave...? Wh- 
what do you mean, leave?" He looked back up and said, "My role as a Pokemon has ended, so now I have to return to my world." 
Alakazam, just as shocked as everyone else, could only say, "Unbelievable!" Tyranitar stuttered, "Go back... To the human world?" 
Charmander and Chikorita were standing in front of Hareta, who was still kneeling, at this point, Charmander crying, "I don't understand! 
Why do you have to leave? I thought... Aren't we friends, family? Our team?" Hareta moved, his Rescue Team Badge falling from a part of 
his hard to see clothing, and scooped Charmander and Chikorita up, hugging them tight, saying, "Yes. And you guys always will be my 
friends and family. I'll never forget all of our time together." Both of them buried themselves in his chest, Chikorita crying, "Don't go, 
Hareta... Please..." After a bit of this, the light surrounding Hareta and the spot on his midsection began to glow brighter, causing his arms 
to lose strength. He set Charmander and Chikorita back down, saying, "I'm blessed to have met both of you... And everyone else too..." 
Charmander, his face matted with tears as well, said, "But... What are we going to do when you're gone, Hareta?" Hareta, his face covered 
with tears and trembling violently, dropped to his hands, facing the ground, and said, "I'm so sorry... This is good-bye..." 


The swirling lights began to circle him even faster as he began to glow bright, soon surrounded by an aura where the streams went the 
farthest. Everyone stepped closer, all calling his name, hoping against all hope that this wasn't happening. But as the Aura intensified 
around him, he suddenly went on his knees, raising his face as several tears flew from his eyes, his form becoming surrounded by a yellow 
sphere. The sphere lifted off the ground and began to float away from the Hill of the Ancients, everyone following to the cliff edge. As they 
watched it go, Charmander and Chikorita cried, "HARETA! NOOOOOOOOO!" 


As he moved away from the Hill of the Ancients, Hareta could still see everyone at the edge of the cliff, watching him go. As they faded 
into the distance, he continued to cry bitter tears of remorse... 
Music: 
Faust's Return?- Ganondorf's Theme (The Legend of Zelda: Ocarina of Time) 
Friends for Good- Soft Light (Super Paper Mario) 
Mission Accomplished- Peace Won (Don't know what this is called), Reset ~"Thank You Version"~ (Okami) 
Hareta's Goodbye- Parting (PMD: Red/Blue Rescue Team) 


Gone Forever?- Dreams of an Absolution (Lee Brotherton) (Sonic the Hedgehog (2006)) 
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Alright, this is it. The final chapter of my story. I tried to capture everything that I possibly could here. Hopefully, you'll agree that I Share 
did that. So without further ado... 


The Hill of the Ancients 


Only a short amount of time has passed following Hareta's departure, as the setting sun hasn't changed its position much. All the Pokémon 
are still gathered, all of them still trying to understand why it was necessary for Hareta to leave so suddenly as he did. 


"Snivel... Hareta... Why... I don't understand..." Pichu sobbed into his older brother's fur, who was holding him to give him some comfort. 
Pikachu said nothing, his sadness drowning out any chance of speaking at the moment. "Why? Why was it necessary to leave us...?" 
Charizard murmured. "Hareta... He risked his life to save mine... And I never did anything to show my thanks... I never even said 'thank 
you' to him... Left before I could even say that to him..." Shiftry sobbed. "You're right... Just up and left like that... Why now? Why now, 
when the world's been saved? Just when things were starting to get better... Sob..." Lombre said, wiping some tears off of his face. Xatu 
spoke, "This was coming... Our world, it was saved by Hareta. I look back now... When bound for the sky, Hareta seemed... As if resigned. 
Had the resolve to accept that this would be his fate for saving the world." 


Charmander, having said nothing after Hareta left, spoke up, "...I think I understand now. Hareta... He must have become a Pokémon to 
save us. And when... When the star was destroyed... Hareta knew that it would be time to leave..." Tears began to well up in his eyes 
anew as he said, "But why... Why didn't Hareta say something to us before...? If he knew this was coming... Why didn't he tell us?" 
Alakazam, trying to keep a level look on his face, came over to Charmander, placed a hand on his back, and said, "Those words couldn't be 
spoken. As much as you, Chikorita, and Absol are heartbroken now, Hareta must've felt the same pain of leaving. Try to understand, 
Charmander." Charmander, feeling his strength leave him, slumped onto his stomach and, holding on to Hareta's Rescue Team Badge, 
began sobbing anew, saying, "Hareta..." 


Not far away from him, Chikorita was also slumped down near the cliff edge, her face wearing a distant look as tears continued to fall. She 
knew Charmander was just as upset as she was, maybe even more so. She looked down at Hareta's Pecha Scarf, the only other object he 
left behind, remembering all their times together. In her mind, she said, "Why, Hareta? I loved you! I wanted you to be with us forever, to 
keep carrying on our passion. And I wanted to tell you how I really feel about you. But I never did... And now you're gone..." Chikorita 
buried her face in the scarf and began to cry again, deeply saddened by the loss of the one she loved so much. 


Absol, who was standing near Xatu, was watching over them with a seemingly stoic look on his face. Although he couldn't bring himself to 
show it, he was truly saddened by Hareta's departure, never knowing that it would be his fate to leave them once peace had returned. 
Hareta had truly trusted him; he was his first friend, and now he would never get to see him again... As he thought this, he began to 
border on crying himself. 


Eventually, Xatu told everyone that the sun would be setting in a few hours, so it would be a good time to go home before the canyon 
became virtually impossible to navigate. Everyone only vaguely heard what he said, not able to pay much attention to him, though they 
decided they had better leave anyway. As they left, Xatu turned to the sun and whispered, "Hareta... I can sense the conflicting emotions 
within your heart, even as far as you are. Look deep within yourself and find what it is you truly want before it's too late..." 


Somewhere high above the Pokémon world... 


The yellow sphere that was surrounding Hareta continued to float upwards, going higher and higher into the sky towards the stars. The 
sphere was preparing to enter the Distortion World, gathering energy through its ascent to open a new portal. Hareta was sure it was 
going to take him back to his world; he just wasn't sure where the sphere would be taking him before he got there, though. 


As he began to see the stars in the distance, Hareta suddenly heard voices speaking to him. They said, "Your friends are heartbroken... 
True friends... Friends for life... You truly understand it, but you are conflicted all the same... If you wish for it... And wish very strongly... 
Perhaps you will meet again." As Hareta heard these words, his thoughts turned to his various memories. Both of his time as a Squirtle and 
those from before he came to this world... 


Flashback 


"Excuse me," a female voice said, and Squirtle turned in the direction of the owner to see who it was. He saw a Chikorita and the same 
Charmander he had met earlier entering the doorway of the house. "What kind of weird Squirtle are you? Acting just like a human?" the 
Chikorita continued. Squirtle climbed out of the water in the house saying, "But wait. I really am a human. I mean I used to be a human..." 
Chikorita smiled and said, "You really are weird!" Charmander laughed a bit and asked, "So what do you think of our place?" Squirtle 
answered, "I love your house! It's awesome!" Chikorita looked at him and said, "It's not our house. It's our Team Base." 
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Squirtle seemed to be confused on what they meant, so Charmander said, "Team Base. For our Pokémon Rescue Team." While he was 
saying this, he brought out a Rescue Team Badge and tossed it to Squirtle. Squirtle looked at its egg shape, noting that it was silver on top 
and pink on the bottom, and it had two yellowish wings on the sides. Charmander continued, "And starting today, you're a member of our 

team, Team Go-Getters." Chikorita added, "We've been looking for a new member." Squirtle looked up at them and asked, "What's a... 


Rescue Team?" Both Charmander and Chikorita were shocked by this question, Chikorita asking, "You really don't know?" Squirtle 
muttered, "Me and my big mouth..." 


End flashback. New flashback 


"Hey! Aren't you Hareta?" a girl with green hair tied back into a long ponytail and clad in a black mini dress with a white undershirt and a 
short pink skirt, a white beanie, a red scarf, and pink boots called to a boy with wild raven black hair, who was wearing only a pair of 
ragged shorts. Although he was climbing a tree, he heard her, so the girl continued, "My name is Mitsumi! I'm Professor Rowan's assistant! 
I have to talk to you about something, Hareta!" At the mention of Professor Rowan, Hareta called, "Really? You're a friend of Gramps'?" 
Unfortunately, he wasn't looking where he was going while he was climbing and slammed face first into a tree. As he groaned, Mitsumi 
muttered under her breath, "Dummy." 


A little later, the two were standing at the edge of Lake Verity, having a conversation. "So you're helping Gramps out, huh?" Hareta asked. 
He looked at her and then said, "You sure dress funny, though." Mitsumi got a bit steamed at this and yelled, "I don't want to hear that 
from someone who runs around in raggedy shorts!" 


End flashback. 


These precious memories of first meeting very special people and Pokémon, and all the moments and adventures they shared together 
continued to run through Hareta's head, all conflicting with his decision of either going home or staying in this world with some of the best 
and most important friends he had ever met. He missed all of his Pokémon friends from home, as well as his human friends, but he didn't 

want to leave Charmander and Chikorita heartbroken at him leaving them. Suddenly, a memory flashed across his mind that made him 

gasp. 


Flashback 


Several days have passed since Team Go-Getters met Ninetales at Mt. Freeze, and, thanks to all their hard work along the way, they were 
close to Mt. Blaze, standing on the same cliff from the last time they passed through the area. Night was coming, so they decided to stop 
for the night before resuming their journey home. Once they had set up camp, Hareta went over to the cliff that the team had sat on 
nearly a week ago when they looked out at Mt. Blaze in the distance. Once again, Hareta sat down and looked out across the winding path 
that they would be walking tomorrow to get back to Mt. Blaze, still finding the view fantastic. After a minute, Charmander and Chikorita 
came over to sit beside him while Absol kept an eye on dinner. 


After a few moments of silence, Charmander spoke up, "Err, Hareta? You said that since we met with Ninetales that you've been 
recovering your memories, right? Do you remember anything about why you woke up as a Squirtle?" Hareta answered, "No. I'm 
remembering a little bit at a time, but even what I have is still fuzzy. It's probably going to be a while until I can remember everything 
clearly." Chikorita asked, "Well, that's to be expected though, right? You can't expect to remember everything right away." Hareta said, 
"Yeah, that's true." 


Charmander spoke, "Hareta, I have to know. If you could remember everything clearly, would you want to stay here or go back to your old 
life? Since I'm sure you've made so many human friends before you woke up here and you wouldn't want them to be sad because you're 
gone." Hareta looked at him and said, "Charmander, I care for everyone I meet. Even people who do unforgivable things. But my most 
important friends are Pokémon. I've been close to Pokémon ever since I was a baby. So even if I did want to leave, I know I'd be back so I 
could see you guys again." Chikorita looked at him and asked, "Really? Even if it meant you wouldn't be able to go home again?" Hareta 
nodded and said, "I've grown kind of used to being a Pokémon, after all. And you guys are really important to me. If you guys were sad 
and there was something I could do to make you feel better, I would do it. Because with all we've been through so far, we're more than 
just teammates and friends. I can't think of the word for it, but that's what I feel, anyway." Both Charmander and Chikorita stared at him, 
awestruck by his words. 


Absol, who had been listening, smiled to himself as he thought, "He's exactly as legend described him to be. Caring for all, especially 
Pokémon. And the fact that he would trust me even though we had just met back in the forest... He really is the one that the gods chose 
to be the world's Guardian." He then called, "Hey guys! Dinner's ready!" This snapped the trio out of their state, so they stood up and 
began walking over to their campsite. As they walked, Charmander asked, "So if we were feeling sad and there was something you could 
do, you would seriously do it?" Hareta nodded and said, "You bet. I can promise you that." And with that, the team sat down and dug into 
their food. 


End flashback 


"That's right. I made that promise. And I don't intend to go back on it now..." Hareta thought to himself. Hoping it wasn't too late to make 
his wish, Hareta spoke, "I don't want to leave... I want to stay longer... With my invaluable... Irreplaceable friends and family..." Suddenly, 
a light began to cover his vision, so he closed his eyes and waited for whatever was going to happen... 


Team Go-Getters Rescue Team Base 


Night had just fallen, and everyone had gotten back to Pokémon Square a little while ago. They were still upset over Hareta leaving, so 
they were gathered in front of the Team Base, as if paying their respects to their departed friend and family member. Charmander and 
Chikorita were both crying on the path leading to the entrance, with Pikachu, Pichu, Raichu, Absol, and Smeargle standing behind them to 
keep anyone from getting too close. Not that anyone dared to. They were all still feeling really depressed themselves. 


Suddenly, a white light began to shine on the path leading to the village outskirts. It glowed brightly for a few seconds, then suddenly it 
deposited Hareta in front of it. He was crouched on one knee, back in his Squirtle form and still wearing his hat, scarf, and bracelet. For 
some reason, he was also wearing a blue jacket that was black at the elbows, as well as being black inside and where the zipper was, 
going up to the top of the collar. With the collar, the jacket went up to beneath his head and down to his tail. 


No one was really concerned with where it came from, though. At first, everyone (except Charmander and Chikorita) was trying to make 
sure they weren't seeing things first while Hareta got his bearings together. By the time he had, everyone could believe that it was really 
him, so Absol and Pikachu alerted Charmander and Chikorita. At first, they thought it was a joke, but once they saw him coming towards 
them and everyone happy, these doubts were cast aside. Suddenly, the three of them broke out running towards each other, ending with 
Hareta hugging both Charmander and Chikorita while they did the same to him. All the while, they were surrounded by everyone, who 
were cheering that Hareta was back. Amidst the cheers, Hareta whispered, "I didn't forget the promise I made. And I didn't want to break 
it. Not for any destiny in the world." At this point, Charmander and Chikorita didn't care the reason. They were just too happy to have him 
back. Eventually, Shiftry called, "Now that everybody's here, let's get everybody else and start that celebration!" Everyone cheered for this 
suggestion, so they headed off towards Pokémon Square to let everyone know the good news. On the way, Charmander and Chikorita gave 
Hareta his Pecha Scarf and Rescue Team Badge. 


Meanwhile, in the bushes 


Team Meanies had arrived a few minutes prior to Hareta's return, since Gengar wanted to show up without anyone knowing they were 
there. As a result, they were as surprised as everyone else was to see Hareta suddenly return. Although they also felt better knowing that 
he was back and his friends were no longer upset. 


As they watched all the Pokémon head towards Pokémon Square, Ekans asked, "What should we do? Maybe Team Go-Getters would want 
us to show up." Medicham replied, "Mushy. But knowing them, they probably would. What do you think, Gengar?" Gengar shook his head 
and said, "I wouldn't be surprised, but I'm sure I would ruin the atmosphere, no matter how much they defend me." Having said that, he 
stood up and began walking away, waving an arm and saying, "You two can go ahead if you want. I'm feeling much too content right now. 
I'd rather not blow it for me or them by doing something not everyone agrees to." Medicham and Ekans looked at each other, Ekans 
saying, "I don't know how it happened, but that Hareta kid really changed Gengar, don't you think?" Medicham agreed, saying, "Yeah. But 
you know what? I think I like him better this way. Don't you?" Ekans nodded, and then they both followed Gengar, preferring not to go to 
anything big without their leader. 


Mt. Freeze: Peak 


Ninetales was standing in front of her cave. Like Hareta's other friends, she had been saddened when he had to leave. However, she sensed 
that he had returned before anyone else did, since the time she had spent with him before all this had allowed her to be able to sense his 
Aura from far distances. Although this was just one of the things she learned about him, it was the one that made her feel better since it 

told her he was back. 


She walked back inside her cave and once again went over to her shelf to look at the picture of her and Hareta. She remembered that it 
was taken in a region to the northwest of the Sinnoh region, where he lived back in his world. She was glad that she had met him then. If 
it weren't for him, she might not have survived to see this day. And it was for that reason that she liked him the way she did. "He's very 
important to me... And I want to be there for him whenever he needs help. But that time will come later. Right now, I'm just happy that he 
decided to stay in this world with all of his friends," she whispered to herself. 


North of Pokémon Square, near the Cave Area 


Near the entrance to a cave, the same Lucario from a few days ago was standing on the rocks again, though with his eyes open and his 
arms at his sides as he looked out across the plains. Soon, two other Pokémon came up behind him and he turned to see that it was 
Empoleon and Luxray, two of his friends. He moved over slightly to give the two some room to stand. 


Empoleon spoke, "You've been standing there for quite a while, Lucario. Has Hareta returned home yet?" Lucario shook his head and said, 
"No. I could feel him preparing to go into the Distortion World, but I could also sense that he was conflicted. He didn't want to make his 
new friends sad about him leaving, so it looks like he decided to stay in this world for a while, since I can sense him in the town of 
Pokémon Square." Luxray said, "That sure sounds like the Hareta we all know and love. And it looks like we didn't waste our time coming 
to this world after all, since now we've got a chance of meeting up with him here, right?" Empoleon nodded and said, "Right. But he has 
just saved this world, so we should let our friend get his rest and make sure everything is okay for now. And we'll keep up the work we've 
been doing since we came here. Now that we know where he is, we can keep camp here and try to arrange a meeting with him some 
time." Lucario agreed, "That sounds like a good idea. Should we tell the others?" Luxray said, "Of course. They deserve to know that 
Hareta has decided to stay here. Let's let everyone know. Typholosion, Misdreavus, Sceptile, Minun, Regigigas... All of them!" 


With that, the three turned and headed back into the cave. Empoleon stopped before doing so and looked to the sky. As he did, he thought 

to himself, "Hareta... You're my most important friend in the world. More important to me than any other human. Even after all we've been 

through, I still was extremely worried about you. I hope we meet again soon, and hopefully you'll be able to remember who all of us are." 
He then walked back into the cave, following Lucario and Luxray. 


Meanwhile... 


Back in Pokémon Square, upon hearing that Hareta was back, everyone burst out into a celebratory mood, launching into a festival to 
celebrate the return of world peace. Fires were lit in the center of the square to allow for lighting, and many activities, such as dancing and 
games, were arranged, among other things that the Pokémon did. It wasn't often that they had a reason to celebrate outside of the usual 
holidays, so everyone was especially festive tonight. 


Later on in the night, Team Go-Getters decided to take a short break from the festivities for a little while, so they snuck away, heading for 
the Makuhita Dojo. There, they took a seat at the edge of the waterfall, Absol sitting behind his other teammates and letting them rest 
against his side. They sat in silence like this for a few minutes, watching the stars that were still hanging high in the sky. 


Eventually, Charmander asked, "How did you come back, Hareta?" Hareta said, "While I was up there, I remembered that promise I made 
a few weeks ago." Charmander responded, "You mentioned that earlier. Which promise was it?" Hareta smiled and said, "I promised that if 
you guys were feeling sad and there was something I could do to make you feel better, I would do it. So I wished that I could stay in this 
world longer with you. Because we're all like a big family, right?" His friends couldn't help but agree with him. As she rested against his 
side, Chikorita thought, "I should tell him how I feel about him. But maybe I should wait. He was almost forced to leave us. For now, I'll 
cherish the time that we're together." She rubbed against his side a bit at that thought, knowing that even if Hareta didn't know her 
feelings, they would still be together. 


Suddenly, they heard footsteps approaching them, and turned to see it was Pichu, Pikachu, and Raichu. "Hey guys, taking a little break?" 

Pikachu asked. At Team Go-Getters' nods, Raichu said, "Well, this is certainly a good place to come to relax a little. Nice and quiet here." 

Pichu said, "I'm glad you came back, Hareta. I really missed you." When he walked over, Hareta gave him a little hug to show that he felt 
the same way. 


After sitting around and enjoying the calm for a little longer, Pikachu stood up and said, "Well, I think I'm ready for another go-around for 
some dancing and games and talking. Who's with me?" Everyone hopped up, excitedly agreeing. So they headed back towards the town 
square to party down for the night. 


As they headed off, Team Go-Getters wondered what lay in store for them in the future. Now that peace was restored all over the world, 
there was a bright outlook anywhere they looked. There was still always a chance that something could happen in the future, but they 
weren't going to worry about that. Because they knew that if something were to happen, they would face it together. They always did, and 
they wouldn't have it any other way. 


Music: 
Mourning At the Hill of the Ancients- Tell Me What the Rain Knows (Wolf's Rain) 


Conflict in the Heart- Memories (PMD: EoT/EoD/EoS) 


Promise and Return- Credits and Ending (PMD: Red/Blue Rescue Team) 
Friends All Over- Mounting the V-Watch (Viewtiful Joe anime) 
Celebration and Time Alone- Kamiki Festival (Okami) 


Bright Future- Staff Roll/End Credits (Sonic the Hedgehog 3, Mario Kart 64, The Legend of Zelda: Wind Waker, Metroid Prime 3: 
Corruption) (I couldn't decide on which one worked best. Feel free to suggest which one you think works best or even one that isn't on 
here, if you want.) 


And with that, that brings my first fanfic to a close. But I've still got other ideas in the works for stories. I'll be updating my profile 
sometime soon with more details, so you can check that out if you want to know where I'm going next. And I'll have some story ideas 
there as well, which you can email me to tell me whether you think they're good or if I should bang my head against a table until I forget 
about them. 


At any rate, thanks for reading all this way and I hope you'll keep watching! 
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